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Blame 

all around 

for the 

LAPD scandal 


By Earl Ofari Hutchinson 


(NNPA) — The stunning 
announcement by Los Angeles 
ice Chief Bernard Parks that 
she Bas called on the FBI to inves- 
tigate the dirty cops in his depart- 
ment was greeted with much 
applause. Of course with fresh 
allegations piling up almost daily 
that LAPD officers beat and shot 
unarmed suspects, doctored evi- 
dence, gave perjured testimony, 
cee Tepora a andi covered up 
jootings ol ed suspects, 
fe onbasi Schief had to do 
Something dramatic. But Parks’ 
call for the FBI notwithstanding, 
the big question is how could the 
LAPD which seemed to be making 
progress in cleaning up its act 
since the beating of black motorist 
Rodney King nearly a decade ago 
‘come unglued again so easily? 

The first impulse is to point 
the finger at Parks for the LAPD’s 
problems. And he certainly must 
bear some blame for them. He has 
Squabbled publicly with the Los 
‘Angeles City Council over the role 
of the Los Angeles Police 
Commission’s inspector general. 
This was a position mandated by 
the Christopher Commission 
established after the beating of 
King in 1991 to provide tougher 
civilian oversight over LAPD oper- 
ations. Parks also bulked at coop- 
erating with a roll out team of 
investigators established by L.A. 
County District Attorney Gil 
Garcetti to independently probe 
police shootings. And he has 
reflexively defended officers 
involved in several questionable 
shootings of civilians in the past 
couple of years. 

is month the current 
inspector general, Jeffrey Eaglash 
and the Police Commission, ruled 
that one of those shootings, that of 
an emotionally disturbed, middle- 
aged homeless woman by an 
LAPD officer last May, violated 
LAPD shooting policy. Parks has 
come off as a thin-skinned auto- 
-krat re concerned with guard- 
his turf against meaningful 
‘ivilian oversight than with pun- 
ishing officers accused of the 
everuse of deadly force. 

But dumping full blame for 
the LAPD’s problems on Parks is 
the cheap and easy way out. City 
officials, the Police Commission, 
and the District Attorney, and yes, 
the general public, can’t evade 
their responsibility for the prob- 
lems. They n more than 
content to take a py, aby hear- 
no-evil stance on the allegations of 
jen abuse and leave it to the 

D to investigate itself. This 
doctrinaire belief that the depart- 
fhent can and will clean its own 
house is dangerous and self-serv- 
ing. It prevents city officials from 
fully backing the Police 
Commission and the inspector 
genera in providing the resources 
they need to conduct their own 
investigations of the use of force 
-violations, citizen complaints, and 
“officer discipline procedures. 

Then there's District Attorney 
Gil Garcetti. Parks has taken the 
equally surprising step of accusing 
Garcetti of stymieing his efforts to 
dlean up Be LAPD mess by foot- 

prosecuting the rotten 
cops. Gaetti daims ihat BE is 


moving full speed ahead with his 
own investigation into the 
Rapai scandal and has 


hints that some cops will 
F prosecuted. 

Yet the fact is that he has yet 
to bring any charges against any 
of the officers accused of wrongdo- 
ing. And he has given no indica- 
tion when or even whether he will. 
Given his tepid, and cautious atti- 
tude toward prosecuting officers 
accused of misconduct there is no 
reason to expect that his office will 
initiate waves of prosecutions 
against the Ramparts officers. 
Meanwhile, L.A. residents have 
expressed little outrage over the 
dirty dealings and have made no 
loud calls for city officials to clean 
the LAPD’s house. gerous message 
that it's OK to rely on city officials 
and the LAPD brass to clean up 
the mess that they created. 


Governor Whit 
affirmative actie 


(Top-bottom) Secretary of State Buster Soaries 
and Jon Corzine address luncheon attendees. 


New Jersey Economic Development Authority had many interested vendors at 


its exhibition during BizTech Expo 2000. 


Dale Caldwell, Executive Director of Newark Alliance confers with New Jersey 
Secretary of State Buster Soaries (left) during his visit at the BizTech Expo 


2000. 
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AT&T invests in the future of Edison Job Corps students 


Gilda Rogers 
Staff Writer 


NEWARK - There is no time 
like the present when it comes to 
getting things done, and with that 
in mind, the Edison Job Corps 
thanks to AT&T will be preparing 
students to compete in the 21st 
Century. 

AT&T will invest $1.25 mil- 
lion in four initiatives designed to 
give urban youths new opportuni- 
ties to chart their careers and 
obtain training in technology, and 
$850,000 has been earmarked for 
Edison Job Corps. The invest- 
ments were announced in con- 
junction with the latest stop on 
President Clinton’s New Markets 
Initiative tour. 

One initiative, “Leadership 
tions for the Next 
” will bring students and 
at-risk young adults together 
with local, state and national pol- 
icy makers as part of a national 
forum series funded by AT&T. 
The conversations will engage 
high school students, Youth 
Opportunity Movement partici- 
pants and Job Corps partners 
with policymakers in town-hall 
meetings to discuss economic 
opportunities, education, job 
skills and leadership for the 21st 
Century, 

ATET will spend an estimat- 
ed $250,000 to bring the series to 
cities across the U.S. over the 
next year, beginning in 
December. The company has 


received commitments from U.S. 


Congressman Donald Payne of 
Newark, and Major Owens, U.S. 
congressman for Brooklyn. To 
spread the power of the conversa- 
tions farther, AT&T will donate 
and maintain anew World Wide 
Web site for the project, providing 
an ongoing, online dialogue 
among youths and policy makers 
across the country. 

The New Jersey “Leadership 
Conversation” with Payne will 
include participants in the second 
AT&T initiative from the Edison 
Job Corps. The three-year pro- 
gram addresses the shortage of 
skilled workers in the informa- 
tion-technology industry. The 
bulk of the investment will be 
paid internships for training pro- 
gram graduates who meet techni- 
cal certifications. A’ also will 
provide mentors, equipment and 
materials to support the program. 

Its third initiative will provide 
$100,000 to help develop an 
Academy of Information 
Technology, a 9-12th grade cur- 
riculum in information technolo- 
gy. The academy, being developed 
by the National Academy 
Foundation and the Center for 
Occupational Research and 
Development, will be delivered 
via information technology in con- 
junction with existing high school 
curriculum. 

In the fourth initiative, AT&T 
will distribute free print-and 
online-education resources to 
schools, libraries and community 
based organizations in Newark to 
promote job skill development 


Rep. Donald Payne addresses students from Newark area high schools. 


and lifelong learning, including: 

*User’s Guide to the 
Information Age, a comprehen- 
sive, easy-to-use resource to help 
understand how technology 
works and impacts our lives: 

eLibrary of the Workplace, a 
web-based program developed by 
the Center for Occupational 
Research and Development with 
Support from AT&T to show stu- 

lents how academic concepts are 

directly linked to job skills; 

°The AT&T Learning 
Network’s free online basic tech- 
nical training programs, with 
links to fee-based online learning 
courses. 


“As a world leader in both 
communications and the support 
of education, AT&T is proud to 
present these programs,” said 
Frank Ianna, president, AT&T 
Network Services. “By giving the 
leaders of tomorrow roadmaps to 
success, and providing them with 
valuable, real-world technical 
expertise, we can make a differ- 
ence in many lives and make a 
real investment in America’s 
future,” said Ianna, who also is a 
member of the National Action 
Council for Minorities in 
Engineering's board of directors 
and the Stevens Institute of 
trustees. 


World 
response to 
Mozambique 
crisis slow 


By LaWanda Johnson 


(NNPA) WASHINGTON DC 
—Three | weeks and hundreds of 
ve cyclone ravages 
, the United States 
iA on military relief efforts to 
the Southeastern African country 
sending cries of outrage through 
the international community. It 
was on February 11 that the 
cyclone hit, flooding Mozambique 
and leaving victims clinging to 
trees and perilous hopes of rescue. 
Now countries are emerging on the 
drowning nation with offers of 
relief and assistance that seem to 
always come to other countries 
sooner. 

„it may sound ungrateful, 
but I think (the aid) came too late. 
We could have saved some more 
lives if we had this kind of support 
from the beginning,” Graca 
Machel, the former first lady of 
Mozambique and the wife of for- 
mer South African President, 
Nelson Mandela told CNN. 
Machel is the widow of liberation 
leader and former president of 
Mozambique, Samora Machel. 

“They knew (the cyclone) was 
coming weeks in advance,” said 
Melvin Foote, Executive Director 
óf the Constituency For Africa, 
“Just like they know when a hurri- 
Tit may sound ungrateful, 

but I think (the aid) came too 
late. We could have saved 
some more lives if we had this 
hind of support from the 
beginning.” 

— Grace Machel, the 
former first lady of 
Mozambique and the wife 
of Nelson Mandela 


Tane is coming” Foote believes 
that it wasn’t until there was a 
great outcry from the public after 
seeing media clips of flood victims 
literally clinging to trees in 
Mozambique that assistance was 
even offered. 

“We mobilized a disaster 
assessment coordination team 
before things became critical in 
Mozambique,” said Humanitarian 
Affairs representative from the 
United Nations, Phyllis Lee, “The 
situation worsened so quickly that 
we didn’t have time to react.” 
Along with over $12 million in 
financial aid, the U.S. is using 
infrared cameras to spot flood sur- 
vivors. The two major airports in 
Maputo and Beira are now accom- 
modating a swarm of foreign air- 
craft carrying aid and relief work- 
ers. The United Nations says they 
have $100 million in pledges and 
are prepared to assist in any way 
possible should the conditions in 

ozambique worsen. 

Foote believes the African 
country was slighted. “It revolves 
around the fact that we still don’t 


[Africans] in the same light as say 
the people in Kosovo, or Ireland or 
China.” Foote maintains that 
President Clinton knew about the 
flood when he was addressing the 
‘African Summit nearly two weeks 
ago in Washington, D.C. 

“At that point, what was need- 
ed was helicopters and boats, 
things we could have provided,” 
said Foote. 

Mozambique Ambassador to 
the United States, Marcos 
Namashulua, agreed with Machel 
and Foote saying, “It was slow 
coming (U.S. relief efforts). Many 
people could have been saved had 
they responded sooner.” 

The final death toll is estimat- 
ed to be in the thousands. The 
politically challenged country was 
making great strides in economic 
growth after recovering from civil 
wars. “Always, we have to be dying 
in thousands.. When we are dying 
in thousands then they come run- 
ning,” said Machel, “It’s always too 
late.” 


According to NNPA at press 
time, the United States, spurred 
by the devastating floods in 
Mozambique, said it was prepared 
to forgive all of the southern 
African State’s bilateral debt. 
However Nseula, by many 
accounts, is an unlikely hero to 
that cause, 
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MARCH 22 


LINCROFT — The Monmouth County 
Park System will host collage classes 
at the Thompson Park Craft Center, on 
Wednesdays, through April 19, from 

-5:30 p.m. For more information, 
call (732), 842-4000. 


LINCROFT — The Monmouth County 
Park System hosts a sculpture classes 
for area residents at the Thompson 
Park Craft Center. Wednesdays 
through April 19, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
For further information call (732) 842- 
4000. 


NEWARK — Essex County College 
hosts Star Ledger columnist Lawrence 
Hall as part of iis Sociology Week 
lecture series at 1 p.m. For further 
information, call (973) "877-3250, 


HASBROUCK HEIGHTS = — 
CareerGrapevine, a career managem- 
net service, presents a free job fair 
“warm-up” session from 9:30 a.m. - 4 
p.m. Call (877) 402-8463. 


NEWARK brow! Rodgers’ and 
Hammerstein's “The King and I" will 
premier at Prudential Hall, at the 
NJPAC. 7:30 p.m. For more informa- 
tion, call (973) 297-5834. 


MARCH 23 


NEWARK — Essex County College 
hosts a panel discussion on the ton 

“Alcohol, Culture and Drugs: Dealing 
with Diversity in Treatment and 
Prevention. For more infor 
mation call (973) 877-3250. 


PLAINFIELD — The Plainfield Board 
of Education will conduct a midyear 
report meeting at the Plainfield High 
School library at 7 pm. 


HACKETTSTOWN — Centenary 
College hosts an interactive museum 
exhibit at the college theater from 4:30 
to 5:30 p.m. For more information, call 
(908) 852-1400, ext. 2262. 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The State 
Theatre will host “Romeo and Juliet- 
Ballet de l'Opera de Bordeaux”. Call 
(732) 246-7469 for more information. 


ENGLEWOOD — ‘Pirates of 
Penzance" will be showing at the John 
Harms Center for the Arts. For further 
information, call (201) 567-3600. 


TRENTON — “History and Public 
Policy: The Deer in the Headlights,” 
will be the theme of the 7th Annual 
New Jersey History Issues Convention 
at Monmouth University, from 8:30 
a.m, to 3 p.m. For further information. 
call (609) 292-6062, 


MARCH 23 


JERSEY CITY — New Jersey City 

University holds a seminar on “Welfare 

to Work Reform in Hudson County’ 

from 5:15-6:45 p.m. Call (201) 200- 
8. 


NEWARK — The Newark Museum 
hosts a special spring event for 
seniors. Free admission. For reserva- 
tions, call (973) 596-6613. 


MARCH 24 


NEW YORK — The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art presents “Musicians 
from Marlboro”, featuring works from 
Hayden and Mozart at 8 p.m. Tickets 
are $25. For tickets, call (212) 570- 
3949. 


MARCH 25 


ORANGE — Orange High School 
hosts workshops focusing on lesson 
plan development znd structure, using 
the arts, from 8:15 a.m. to 4 p.m. For 
more information, call (908) 766-9444. 


Community Calendar 


BRIDGEWATER — The Big Apple 
Circus. Under the Big Top tent at 
‘Somerset Ballbark, from 12:30 p.m. to 
4:30 p.m. For more information call 
(973) 297-5834. 


BRUNSWICK — The State 
presents Johnny Mathis, at 8 
Tickets are $50-$100. For further 
Information, call 1877-5 


NEW 
‘oe 


MONTCLAIR — The Israel Crane 
House Museum Grounds presents 
‘Demonstrations of a Soldier's Life in 
the Revolutionary War,” and again on 
the 26th. Call (973) 744-1796 for more 
information 


TRENTON — The Trenton Convention 
and Visitors Bureau hosts Tom Jones 
at the War Memorial at 8 p.m. For tick- 
ets, call (856) 338-9000 or (215) 336: 
2000 


MARCH 26 


JERSEY CITY — New Jersey City 
University Chamber Ensembles will 
perform their fifth annual “Town and 
Gown” concert in the Ingalls Recital 
Hall of Rossey Building at 3 p.m. Free 
and open to the public. For further 
information, call (201) 200-2020. 


JERSEY CITY — New Jersey City 
Univesity features their Spring Open 
House for prospective students. 
further information, call (888) 441- 


MARCH 28 


TRISTATE — McDonald's restau 
rants throughout the tri-state are host 
ing “Recruitment Day,” from 8 a.m. to 


8 p.m. for residents to learn about 
opportunities. For more 

information, call (973) 890-1609. 
MARCH 29 


PLAINFIELD — The Plainfield Board 
of Education will conduct a public hear- 
ing on the 2000-01 budget at the 
Plainfield High School library at 8 p.m. 


MARCH 30 


NEW YORK — The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art presents the Billy Taylor 
Trio jazz concert, featuring the mu: 
of Duke Ellington and Billy Taylor at 7 
P.m. Tickets are $30. For tickets, call 
(212) 570-3949. 


PLAINFIELD — Parenting Pathways 
and thé Plainfield Area Humane 
Society will hold a fundraising rum- 
mage sale at the Crescent Avenue 
prose Church from 9 a.m. to 

m. For more inform 
(008) 756-7521 or (908) 88: 


MARCH 31 
NEW YORK The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art presents “Great 
Musicians on Film,” a music lecture 
series at 7 p.m. Tickets $15. 

APRIL 1 

WEST ORANGE — The Essex County 
pen will be at the Town Hall from 9 

m. For more information, 
call (973) 621-4915, 


APRIL 5 


NEW BRUNSWICK 


The Auxiliary of 
y Hospital will 
Fashion Runway 2000: 

Evening of Elegance and Style,” at the 
Doubletree Hotel a Tickets are 


$45. For more information, call (732) 
745-8542, 

APRIL 7 
WICKATURNK —Collier High 
will host a lecture entitled 
Issues and a Sense of Belonging in 
Adolescents,” at 8:30 p.m. For more 


all (732) 946-4771, ext 


PEOPLE 


Robert Graham is named 
executive director of NHA 


NEWARK — Robert Graham was named Executive Director of the Newark 
Housing Authority by the agency’s Board of Commissioners at its recent 
board meeting. Graham, who has been serving the housing authority as the 
Acting Executive Director for the past year, has been with the NHA for the 
last 10 years. 


Noted author speaks at 
NCJU lecture series 
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JERSEY CITY — From left, Dr. Carlos Hernandez, New Jersey City 
University president, guest speahér Witold Rybezynski, noted architect/ 

al historian and Dr. Clyde Coreil, an NJCU professor of English as a 
Second Language pose for a picture recently. Sponsorediby NICU 
division of University Advaneemant, the University Lecture Series will 
feature jazz historv. 


AKA Beta Alpha Omega 
celebrates 66th Birthday 


me É 
EAST ORANGE— From left, Catherine Greene, featured artist of 
East Orange; Etta Sample, co-chairman of the Fundraising 
Committee; Sylvia Cyrus, president of Berta Alpha Omega; and 
Alonzo Cartlidge, proprietor of “A Sistah’s Art Gallery,” enjoy the 


festivities at the 66th Birthday of Beta Alpha Omega Chapter. 


Carl Ware recently made 
Coca-Cola board member 


CHARLOTTE — Coca-Cola Bottling Co. Consolidated recently named 
Carl Ware to its Board of Directors. Ware is executive president, Global 
Public Affairs and Adm: ration for the Coca-Cola Company. In 
additions Ware served on the Atlanta City Counell for six years and was 

ident of the council from 1976 to 1979. He is very active in communi- 
ty affairs and was named senior vice president in 1986. 
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Toni Morrison 
1931 — 


Toni Morrison: novelist, edu- 
cator, and editor, was the first 
black American to win the Nobel 
Prize in literature. The Swidish 
Academy called her a “literary 
artistof first rank,” and one who — | 
“gives life to an essential aspect 
of American reality. “Informed of |; 
the honor, Morrisonsaid that her 
work was inspired by “huge 
silences in literature, things that 
had never been articulated, 
printed or imagined and they 
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CLINTON TO CHANGE 
FOOD STAMP RULES 


WASHINGTON — President Clinton 
recently announced that he will make it 
easier for families who receive food 
stamps to own a decent car, the Chica- 
go Tribune reported. “If you want more 
People to work, you've got to help them 
get to work,” said Clinton, who realizes 
that many of the working poor lack reli- 
able transportation to get to jobs that 
are far from their homes. Under existing 
food stamp rules, if a family has too 
many assets, it cannot receive food 
stamps, which are distributed through 
the national coupon program to subsi- , 
dize grocery bills. The current eligibility’ 
Tule states that food stamp recipients 
cannot own a car valued at more than 
$4,650. 

Clinton will replace the existing dollar 
limit with an equation that will allow fam- 
ilies with a small amount of equity in 
their cars to qualify for food stamps, in 
spite of the total value of the vehicle, 
The White House estimates the amend- 
ed rule will help 150,000 people own a 
car over five years. 


RANGEL SAYS BUSH 
OWES AN APOLOGY 


NEW YORK — Congressman Charles 
Rangel said that the apology to 
Catholics by Republican Presidential 
hopeful George Bush was not enough 
“An apology to Catholics was needed, 
but it's not enough,” Rangel said 
“Blacks and Jews have also been 
offended by Bush's failure to denounce 
the racist policies of Bob Jones Univer- 
sity or anti-Semitic statements by peo- 
ple associated with his campaign 
Black people are due an apology 
because Bob Jones University has an 
official policy against interracial dating 
Which is clearly aimed at Black stu- 
dents.” Rangel said he was similarly 
outraged that people in the Bush cam- 
paign or its supporters have made 
“insulting comments about Jews that 
Bush has refused to even repudiate, 
much less apologize for.” 


BALTIMORE URGES 
DEATH PENALTY 
MORATORIUM 


BALTIMORE, MD (NNPA) — Baltimore 
City Council overwhelming passed a 
resolution urging a moratorium on exe- 
cutions in Maryland recently 
The city is the eleventh jurisdiction 
nationwide to urge such a halt to execu- 
tions. The City Council of Takoma Park, 
MD joined Baltimore, unanimously 
assing its own moratorium resolution. 
Earlier this month, Philadelphia and San 
Francisco took the same action. Other 
municipalities urging a moratorium 
include Mt. Rainier, MD; Charlottesville, 
VA; New Haven, CT; and Chapel Hill, 
Carrboro, Durham, and Orange County 
(all NC). 


CLAYTON COMMENDS 
CLINTON FOR SEEKING 
DISASTER FUNDS FOR 
NORTH CAROLINA 


WASHINGTON, DC — Congress- 
woman Eva M. Clayton (D-NC) com- 
mended President Clinton for including 
an additional $252 million for North Car- 
olina in his Fiscal Year 2000 supple- 
mental budget request. This addition 
will increase funding to almost $2.2 bil- 
lion the which is available to help east- 
em North Carolina recover from the 
devastation caused by unprecedented 
flooding last fall 
The additional amount includes $42 mil- 
lion for the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development and the 
Department of Agriculture for housing 
programs. These programs include low- 
income construction loans for affordable 
rental housing in rural communities in 
eastern North Carolina, rental assis- 
tance for tenants who will ocoupy the 
newly constructed units, and housing 
vouchers for families eat from 
their homes by the fioo 
The proposed funding antl includes 
$1.5 million in emergency funds to 
study the feasibility of various flood 
damage reduction options for 
rinceville. These options may include 
$ additional structural improvements to 
the dike that was constructed in 1965 to 
Protect the town from floodwaters of the 
Tar River. 


YOUTH URGED TO 
PARTICIPATE IN LOCAL 
STATE POLITICS 


TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — Black lead- 
ers encouraged minority youth 
today to become involved in guid- 
ing the state’s future during thefifth 
annual NAACP Day at the State- 
house. Leaders of the NAACP and 
about 40 Kansas young people met 
with legislators and learned about 
the state's political system. Gilbert 
Hammond, state lobbyist for the 
NAACP, said he wants to encour- 
age black youth to become 
involved in Kansas politics. 

“It was a real eye-opener for black 
kids” Hammond said.”You didn't 
see but a handful of blacks. We 
decided that there weren’ tenough 
black faces being shown in 

Kansas.” Gov. Bill Graves said 
Kansas needs to invest in its youth. 
He said diversity should be repre- 
‘sented daily in legislative decisions. 
Graves also encouraged youth to 
become involved in government. 


Selma 35 years later: 
Where’s the black vote? 


WASHINGTON, DC (NNPA)- 

t press time over 10,900 
marchers converged on the Flori- 
da state capitol to send a clear 
message to Gov. Jeb Bush, (R-FL) 
regarding their anger over his 
dismantling of affirmative action 
programs in that state and just 
what he could do with his 
zeplacen concept, One Flori- 

a. 


As they delivered their mes- 
sage, the underlying current 
recalled the spirit of the voting 
rights movement and the pinna- 
cle moment at the Edmund Pet- 
tus Bridge in Selma, AL in March 
1965. Marchers made the 
poignant connection between the 
Voting Rights Act-passed shortly 
after 600 marchers were assault- 
ed and some killed in 1965- and 
today’s affirmative action roll- 
back efforts. Through the day, 
marchers continued the theme: 
we will not go back. 

‘he 35th anniversary com- 
memoration of the march in 
Selma last week gave many 
Americans reasoh to pause and 
reflect. It also raised concerns 
about today’s status of African 
Americans, the vote, equality and 
the political process. At a time 
when America’s social climate 
stems toward violence and the 
broadening racial and economic 
divides are explosive issues, the 
March, attended by President 
Clinton and respected civil rights 
leaders, was aimed at celebrating 
America’s diversity and the hope 
for a future of balanced opportu- 
nities for all. 

“What those people did 35 
years ago gave us the black and 
nya officials that we have 


ident, s Initiative for One America 
Ben Johnson. “There were very 
few black elected officials across 
this nation before that march 
which catalyzed the Voting 
Rights Act. Today, there are 
thousands of minority elected 
officials. We could not be empow- 
ered in this way without them.” 
Indeed, President Clinton 
made clear that same notion as 
he addressed the marchers in 
Selma. “Without Selma,” Clinton 
said “Jimmy Carter and Bill Clin- 
ton would never have become 
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Harrington to 
represent 
Garden State 
on NAACP 
National Board 


Elaine Harrington 


PATERSON — 
rington, a 1961 Graduate 
Tuskegee Institute (Universi 
has been duly elected to the 
National Board of Directors of the 
NAACP. She was officially seated 
on Saturday, February 19, during 
the Annual Meeting of the 
NAACP, which convened in 
Washington, DC. 


Elaine C. Har- 


of 
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Many gathered to celebrate the famous march to Selma, pictured here, that insured the Black vote. 


President of the United States. 


Johnson relates Clinton’s 
presence at the event to the 
bright, new direction that the 
nation has the potential to 
embrace. “He changed the direc- 
tion of the presidency by attend- 
ing the march, Johnson 
explained. “No sitting president 
has ever made such a profound 
move toward embracing the sig- 
nificance of the civil rights move- 
ment at a historic site such as 
this. It shows recognition of the 
potential closeness between 
blacks and whites. We're not 
there yet. But looking at all those 
faces coming over that bridge 
makes the statement that we're 
on our wa; 

According to Heather Grey, 
communications director for the 
Federation of Southern Coopera- 
tives, the statement made at the 
March affected the younger par- 
ticipants who have no recollec- 
tion of the civil rights era. 

“It is so important for young 
people to remember the signifi- 


Supreme Court’s hiring, lack 
of judgeships still shameful 


WASHINGTON, DC — This 
spring, the U.S. Supreme Court 
will select some of the nation’s 
top law students to serve as 
their personal law clerks. 

recent history is any indi- 
cation, few of them will be 
blacks or other people of color. 

More than a year after the 
national NAACP and others 
demonstrated at the court's 
front door, growing black criti- 
cism of judicial racism, includ- 
ing the lack of proportional hir- 
ing of Supreme Court clerks of 
color, has continued. 

At issue is not only the lack 
of non-white court law clerks, 
but the dearth of people of color 
appointed to state and federal 
court judgeships-particularly 
the 4th Circuit Court of 
Appeals- during a period of 
rapid and expanding prison con- 
struction and disproportionate 
black imprisonment. 

The court may have hired 
two blacks and three Asians as 
part of its 34-member law clerk 
staff for this year’s session, 
which began last fall, but it still 
would be guilty of discrimina- 
tion if it was a private company, 
said NAACP president and CEO 
Kweisi Mfume. He was arrested 
outside the court in the fall of 
1998 when about 1,000 demon- 
aon Lady its then all- 


NAACP President Kweisi Mfume 


the group representing black 
lawyers, said he wasn't satisfied 
with the new clerk hirings. “It's 


a start, but it’s not over,” he 


owed. 

Alton Maddox Jr., a New 
York-based civil rights activist 
and former lawyer, emphasized 
the clerk issue is important 
because the briefs the clerks 
write for the judges has a large 
amount of influence over how a 
judge views a case. 

“Judges don't take these jobs 
to do a lot of work,” he claimed 
“The kind of opinions that are 
written take a lot of work from 
people other than judges.” 

Last year, the NAACP 
joined the presidents of the 
national black, Hispanic, Native 
American and Asian Pacific 
lawyer ions and 


ite 

The clerks, d 
sonally by the Supreme Gore 
justices, assist the judges in the 
cases that they review and, ulti- 
mately, make rulings. A 
Supreme Court clerkship is a 
prestigious appointment for the 
nation’s top law students, often 
leading to prominent posts after 
graduation. 

There have been few people 
of color hired as law clerks in 
the court's 200-plus-year histo- 
ry. For example, Native Ameri- 
cans have yet to be appointed. 

Of the 462 law clerks hired 
by the current justices, only 
nine of them have been black, 
five Hispanic, and 18 Asian. 
Women only make up 25 per- 
a of the appointments with 
105. 

“The court has the responsi- 
bility to interpret the nation’s 
equal employment laws, and 
those laws should apply to the 
court itself “ Mfume said on the 

|AACP’s website. 
farold D. Pope, president of 
the National Bar Association, 


National Organization of 
Women in sending a letter to 
the court requesting more diver- 
sity. 

the target of Mfume’s cam- 
paign is Chief Justice William 
Rehnquist, to whom Mfume had 
requested a meeting. Mfume 
said Rehnquist has hired only 
one Hispanic law clerk since 
joining the court in 1972. 

Rehnquist's most public 
response to the issue came in a 
1988 letter to three African- 
American members of Congress, 
In the letter- a copy of which 
Rehnquist sent to Mfume as a 
response to his meeting request- 
the chief justice said that it 
would be “inappropriate for any 
justice to seek guidance from 
‘special constituencies.” 

Pope said the NBA has cre- 
ated a task force to examine the 
issue, while it and other law 
groups, such as the predomi- 
nately white American Bar 
Association, plan to keep pres- 
sure on the court. 


cance of this struggle,” Grey sa 
“People truly died for the ichte 
we have. 


Grey points out the Voting 
Rights museum, the memorial 
and other monuments erected to 
ensure the impact and memory of 
the sacrifice made for the sake of 
equality. She talks easily about 
witnessing South Africa's first 
open elections m 1994 and the 
parallels in the levels of commit- 
ment and sacrifice to achieve the 
simple right to contribute in 
choosing the nation’s leaders. But 
she pauses when asked about 
where black voting power stands 
today-not because she doesn’t 
know what to say, but. where to 
begin. 

“There are so many new 
issues that play into where we 
are with voting today,” Grey says. 
“Its amazing to me that it takes 
so much money to run for office. 
That excludes so many people 
from the process. It's also frus- 
trating that we-only have two 
parties that dominate the politi- 
cal gcene. I'm glad that there are 


a few alternatives out there. But 
basically there are so many 
issues that don’t get to the table 
because of the lack of diversity in 
the structure.” 

Beyond general challenges to 
the political process, today Black 
communities are experiencing a 
host of roadblocks that affect civil 
and human rights. The impact, 
for example, of the felony record 
that is unequally given to black 
offenders convicted of possession 
of crack cocaine strips the offend- 
er of the right to vote. As a result, 
Black males disproportionately 
lose their right to 

‘There's no doubt that we 
have much more work to do,” 
Johnson says. “But we have to 
first look to ourselves. We have to 
get into this process at the front 
end instead of at the end when 
we are reeling from the blows of 
the effects of legislation. We 
know that the laws hit us harder. 
We have to get into the process 
before they pass these laws. We 
have to live up to the gift people 
died to give us. Vote.” 


her long-time role 
as a civil rights leader and 
activist, she recapitulated her 
early years with the Tuskegee 
Civic Association, NAACP, Green- 
wood Baptist Church, campus life 
at Tuskegee, and many other 
organizations that prepared her 
for leadership. She stated, “I was 
privileged to observe some of the 
most dynamic leaders of the con- 
temporary civil rights movement.” 

Ms. has served 
the NAACP as a branch presi- 
dent, regional chairperson, and 
most recently, the president of the 
New Jersey State Conference of ` 
NAACP branches. She is also a + 
current member of the National ' 
Resolutions Committee of the 
NAACP. 

In accepting this new chal- 
lenge, Harrington noted, “The 
solid leadership foundation which 
undergirded me in Tuskegee, 
Macon County, and Tuskegee 
University truly set me on course 
for this national position of mem- 
bership on the top board of the 
NAACP signals a broader scope 
and arena for positive contribu- 
tions to the civil and human rights 


agenda of all people.” 
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A lesson to live by 

When was the last time you tested your honesty? Do you 
consider yourself an honest person? Do you find it easier to be dis- 
honest than honest? Deceit, peso, being gee and 

all point to di A good case sce- 

nario, my brother, whom I love ‘ai, used to take special pride in 
admitting his dishonesty, when it came to money. If a cashier gave 
him over and above board in change, he marveled in what he con- 
sidered their loss and his gain. If he were to ever find a wallet filled 
with money, and thank God he never did, he made it crystal clear 
that the money would be his. It really used to bother me that he 
applied such unethical thinking to his repertoire of things. We were 
not raised to be dishonest people. But then something happened — 
one day he purchased a money order to pay his rent, but failed to 
fill the money order out. He lost the money order in a restaurant 
and when scovered it was missing, he automatically knew the 
money was history, because of his own stinking thinking. Not want- 
ing to believe that his hard earned money had vanished like that 
prompted him, in a last ditch effort, to return to the restaurant. To 
his surprise, someone had turned the money order in to the owner, 
and he was able to retrieve it and pay his rent. The honest person 
who turned in the money order manifested something in my brother 
that he could not find within himself to do — be honest! 
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By Joe Williams III 


NNPA — The children are like zombies, 
controlled, protected, used as pawns in a 
world economic system that has greed and 
selfishness as its foundation. 

Many of the schools are similar to youth 
prisons: young minds being wasted. School 
rooms are just a way to keep kids off the 
streets. Even the “smart kids” an't think 
their way out of a “wet paper bag.” 

The whole philosophy of the educational 
system is to get enough information into the 
head to grow up and buy a car, a house, and 
raise kids. 

It has nothing to do with uniting human- 
ity, or developing a world based on a collec- 
tive will, nor does it address the spiritual 
essence of nature. 

It is about making zombies to live in cer- 
tain communities; like certain people; wear 
certain clothiers; and be judged by how big 
your bank account develops. It is true: the 
more toys you have in society, the more 
respect you receive. And, moreover, if you 
are born into wealth, you can be an idiot and 
still demand the respect of a king. 

Social values within the 
of how much you value 


Make the Census 2000 count 


By Velmanetta Montgomery 
State Senator 


It happens every 10 years. 
Some of us don’t know why, so 
some of us don’t participate. It 
can effect everything in our 
lives from potholes to education 
funding to representation in 
Congress. I am talking about 
the census of our nation’s popu- 
lation- a vehicle that has been 
used for creating a statistical 
portrait of our 
1790 


country 


nce 


Every 10 years, the United 
States Bureau of the Census 
conducts a complete accounting 
of every person in the country 
— no matter where they live, 
how old they are or what they 
speak. On April 1, our nation’s 
population will again be count- 
ed, and it’s important that you 
include yourself in the count 

A big reason your participation 
is so critical is that money and 
services flow into communities 
based on demographic data 
obtained from the census. Com- 
munity leaders use the census 


for everything from planning 
schools and building roads to 
providing recreational opportu- 
nities and managing health 
care services. 

u 


The data is even 
ed to determine political rep- 
entation. For example, fol- 
lowing the last census, New 
York State lost three seats in 
the United States House of 
Representatives. This was due 
to a steady population shift 
from the Northeast to areas in 
the South and West, and also 
because a significant number of 
New Yorkers did not stand up 
to be counted. 

When the census was last 
taken in 1990, the New York 
mail response was only 69 per- 
cent. That means our popula- 
tion was significantly under- 
counted. Remember, the gov- 
ernment's ability to plan, fund 


and implement effective pro- 
grams depends on all of us. 
Money is distributed to individ- 
ual states and communities on 
an as needed basis which is 
determined, in part, on census 
information. The decision mak- 
ers won't know what New York- 
ers need if we don’t tell them, so 
we must all fill out the census 
forms and mail them back, or 
cooperate with the census tak- 
ers who will be visiting many 
New Yorkers within the weeks 
to come. If you have children, 
please don’t forget to include 
them. Children are one of the 
largest undercounted groups. 
About a week before Census 
Day — April 1 — most house- 
holds will receive a question- 
aire by mail. Census takers will 
deliver forms to the remaining 
households. You should com- 
plete the form, which will be 
easy to read and simple to fill 
out, and mail back to the 
Census Bureau as soon as pos- 
sible. Questionnaires are avail- 
able in several different lan- 
guages. Language assistance 
guides will also be available to 
help people fill out English 
questionnaires 
here is no reason to worry 
about your response being 
made public. The law protects 
everyone's privacy. By law, the 
‘ensus Bureau cannot share 
your answers with others, 
including welfare agencies, the 
Immigration and Naturaliza- 
tion Service, the Internal Rev- 
enue Service, courts, police and 
the military. Anyone who 
breaks the law can receive up to 
five years in prison and $5,000 


our census form 
arrives, please be a part of the 
count. Do your part to ensure 
that New York/New Jersey 
receives its fair share of federal 
funds. All of us who live here 
depend on it. 


Double standards 


By Michael Blackmon 


Thad the opportunity to visit 
the Northern State Prison in 
Newark. 

There I met a young man 
who has been incarcerated for 
the past nine years after being 
charged n adult at the age of 


` Personally, I do not think 
youth should be charged as 
adults, they should be charged 
as youth. 

A bigger picture to look at 
and ponder, however, is the pub- 
lic sentiment that youth are 
ing like adults and therefore 
they should be treated as such. 

Nearly all venues of society 
are statutorily denied to these 
same youth under the guise that 
youth aren't responsible enough 
for such public or social venues. 

This young man could not 
vote, drive, join a fraternal 
order, run for public office or 
rent an apartment at the age of 
15, yet he was old enough to 
appreciate the complexities of 
the justice and penal system. 


He was not of legal age to be 
married, but he was old enough 
to be in a state “plantation” or 
prison. 

The 13th Amendment of the 
U.S. Constitution sanctions slav- 
ery for those who are “duly con- 
victed of a crime,” and the atti- 
tude of this country is that of 
Pharaoh when he killed off the 
male children 

Sentencing the children of 
this country who are black to 
prison for life is social killing. 

If the youth are acting like 
adults, then open up the society 
to them. If it sounds absurd for 
10, 11, 12 and 13-year-olds to be 
mayor, governor, president or 
congressman, then the absurdity 
of the current judicial and penal 
attitudes of charging and impris- 
oning the same children as 
adults condemns the wicked 
mentality of a self-proclaimed 
“civilized” society. 

If you're lower the ages in 
criminal law, be equitable and 
lower them in civil law as well. 
God is Seer of what you do. 

So wait. I too am waiting. 
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Many of our young people are in prisons 
because they are under the imp that 
they need a diamond ring or a large car to be 


accepted in society, or by their peers 

The children who do make it through the 
educational system are often depressed on 
their jobs; in relationships just because of 


the collective property; and look down on 
er ies akes les miley thin thera 


w mä 


“If you train a child to 
be a doctor, and that 
doctor turns away a 
dying man because he 
was poor or broke, then 
you haven't created a 
doctor; you have created 
a machine.” 


selves. 

I was in a store the other day and 
watched a woman switch a price tag on a 
watch as her young daughter and grandson 
watched. At best, she saved $20. God, what 
is the message to the children. 

Most people in society don’t have a social 
or civic responsibility 

asked the question: if education doesn’t 


Education is control, teachers are cowards 


create rebels, then what good is it. Change 
should be the premise for all education. 
Education is a means and method of under- 
standing and impacting on our environ- 
ment. It should teach us to be investigators, 
not like the “Three blind mice. 

I will hear no evil, say no evil, see no 
evil, or for that matter, see or hear or say no 
good, as well. 

If you train a child to be a doctor, and 
that doctor turns away a dying man because 
he was poor or broke then you haven't cre- 
ated a doctor; you have created a machine. 

If you create a supermarket owner who 
chooses to dump food rather than serve the 
homeless, then you have developed a 
“thing.” 

My grandmother used to say, “a fool 
with an education is just an educated fool.” 

I understand the dilemma of education 
As an instructor, or educator, it is not in the 
interest of the institution to teach students 
to “question authority.” It is painful for a 
onal” to admit that, “Yes, I may be 


‘ong. 

So, we grade kids with A’s to F’s and the 
F’s are locked out of society, no matter how 
much talent they may have in other areas.. 

So, the major message from the rulers of 
society is that if you want to get somewhere 
in this material world, “Study for your tests 
and keep your mouth shut.” 


This way for black empowerment 


By Dr. Lenora Fulani 


Nothing in particular went wrong for 
John McCain in the South Carolina Republi- 
can primary. It’ s just that things went 
right—in both senses of the word—for 
George Bush 

Exit polls show that 35 percent of the 
South Carolina electorate were part of the 
Christian Right and 61 percent of all voters 
described themselves as politically conserva- 
tive. Republicans accounted for 60 percent of 
the voters in this open primary. 

Bush significantly outpolled McCain 
among all these groups and demonstrated 

at the conventional wisdom which holds 
that Republican primaries are won by run- 
ning “to the right,” is intact—at least in 
South Carolina. 

McCain is trying to challenge that ortho- 
doxy and run as a political reformer, a cam- 
paign theme that may turn out to be far more 
viable in the general election in November 
than it is in the primary. Unfortunately for 
McCain, he may not get the chance to show 
the extent to which that is true. 

Still, he and the political reform con- 
stituency have turned the Republican prima- 
ry from what was supposed to be a foregone 
conclusion into a highly competitive race for 
the nomination. Bush’s endgame effort to 
cast himself as a reformer was not albig fac 
tor in his win, except ,insofar as his 
“Reformer with Results,” Slogan was part of a 
strategy to undercut MeCain’s ¢redibility as 
an anti-establishment reformer} 

Bush hammered his opponent with nega- 
tive ads that tied him to the “Iroh Triangle” 
— special interests, lobbyists and legislators 
— that McCain passionately campaigns 
against. By election day, Bush had sufficient- 
ly mobilized his core voters and demobilized 
McCain's to make the difference. And while 
Bush's iene pursuit of the right wing could 
come back to haunt him in November, it's 
still a long way to Philadelphia — site of the 
Republican National Convention. 

While the battle for the Republican nom- 
ination is a battle between the emergent 


movement for political reform and the tena- 
cious social conservatives — shaped substan- 
tially by the voter 


dential elections themselves. Buchanan, the 
Reform Party, and the independent voter 


— the Democratic primary is framed in dif- 
ferent terms. For the Democrats there is one 
e of importance: Bill Clinton. 
Healthcare, basketball and Buddhist 
temples aside, a vote for Al Gore is an affir- 
mation of Clinton and one for Bill Bradley is 
negation. Bradley’s political reform themes 
— ‘such as they are — are overwhelmed by 
this referendum. And while there are plenty 
of Democrats who support a reform agenda, 
the captivating issue of this race for the pres- 
idency is the president himself. With a 60 
percent approval rating and a robust econo- 
my, he is a hard non-candidate to beat. 
Republican voters are deciding 
whether to buck the Iron Triangle and Demo- 
cratic voters are deciding whether to turn 
away from the master of triangulation, the 
Reform Party is in a fight for its political life. 
The issue here is whether the petty politick- 
ing that made headlines last week will 
undercut the party's ability to respond to the 
public call for structural political reform. For 
the moment, McCain has stolen Reform’s 
thunder while the party has been sidelined 
by a series of fratricidal power struggles. 
How prepared is Reform to move beyond 
the bloodletting and seize the moment? The 
party's newly elected interim chair, Pat 
Choate believes we are ready. He and I have 
discussed and agree on the centrality of 
Reform’s connection to the reform crusade. It 
was the explosion of the populist revolt 
against the special interests that created the 
Reform Party in the first place. Though bare- 
ly over two years old, its already time for the 
party to return to its roots 
Pat Buchanan, now the clear frontrunner 
for the Reform nomination, can play a role in 
this regroupment. Buchanan and I discussed 
this issue in some detail a month ago. He 
plans to re-emerge after Titanic Tuesday, 
once the major primaries are over, with a 
concentrated effort to pickup the themes of 
the need for structural political reform. 
Among these is the conduct of the Presi- 


face a battle to open up the tele- 
vised presidential debates in October to 
include more than just the Republican and 
Democratic nomine. The debates are spon- 
sored by the Commission on Presidential 
Debates. 

Right now, a new NBC/Wall Street Jour- 
nal poll shows that 53 percent of the Ameri- 
can people think the Reform Party candidate 
should not have to earn 15 percent in the 
national polls as a prerequisite for inclusion 
in the debates. Once the major party pri- 
maries are over, public debate about — and 
legal challenges to — the debates will become 
an important focus of national political dia- 
logue. 

‘The Reform Party’s mission is to spur and 
agitate that dialogue, while establishing that 
power sharing arrangements under Choate’s 
guidance can govern the party's internal 
business. 

As an independent who fought for politi- 
cal reform long before there was a Reform 

arty — and who may be doing so long after 
there is one — I believe fervently in that 
agenda. There are some in the Reform Party 
who do not share that belief nor that history. 
But anyone whois attending to the McCain 
phenomenon should be able to see that the 
movement which drives it also drives popular 
support for political independence. 

McCain may or may not be finished by 
March 7th, but the drumbeating against the 
special inierest and the two party oligarchy 
is just getting underway. 


Lenora B. Fulani twice ran for President 
of the US. as an independent, making history 
in 1988 when she became the first woman 
and African American to get on the ballot in 
all fifty states. Dr Fulani is currently a lead- 
ing activist in the Reform Party and chairs 
the Committee for a Unified Independent 
Part. She can be reached by phone at 800- 
288- 3201 or at fulanicolumn@fuiani.org 
2~803-899. Mail: 225 Broadway, Suite 
2010, New York, NY 10007 


How many black lives are willing to gamble 


By Shabaka 


The recent decision of the Amadou Diallo 
case in New York State reflects a state of 
relations between white law enforcement 
and black communities that is consistent all 
over this country. Diallo, an unarmed 
African man standing at the front door of his 
own apartment building, had his life vicious- 
ly stolen when a barrage of 41 bullets were 
fired at him by four white police officers. 

These same police officers when charged 
with intentional murder in the Boe 
requested a change of venue to Albany, New 
York for their trial. Take note that the black 
population in Albany is 9 percent. 

Did the change of venue effel 
come of the trial? It probably did. 
The crucial question is whethef it imped- 

i ie officers 


the out- 


ties invade them everyday. It is 
siders with their “zero tolera: 
mentalities that act as overseers i 
munities. 


judged by 


Yet consistently, when their actions 
cause the black community to question their 
presence, they quickly run back to their own 
communities completely unwilling to be 
the same communities they 
claimed to serve. Should we have those who 
have no ties to our communities “policing” 
us? I don’t think so. If white law oest 


Did the change of 
venue effect 

the outcome of the 
trial? 


should be paying close attention. 

'utting aside the moral considerations of 
whether intentional murder is anymore 
acceptable when done by the state and a 
legal injection as compared to a criminal with 
a handgun. And putting aside, for the 
moment, the unspeakable tragedy of inno- 
cent lives lost to inaccurate convictions, let’s 
discuss the real problem that black people 
face concerning the death penalty. Let’s dis- 
cuss racism. Any black person who has had 
the misfortune of dealing with the law knows 
that institutionalized racism infects every 
aspect of the criminal justice system. 

Do we really believe that it will be any 
different when it pertains to the death penal- 
ty. From targeting black communities, to 


refuses to be held accountable in our black 
communities then maybe they should stay 
out of our black communities. 

Illinois’ moratorium on the death penalty 
raises a legitimate question of life and death 
that black people all over the United States 
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selective prosecution, to unfair disparities in 

facts have consistently 
revealed that black people are victims of 
racially discriminatory practices. 

t have to be scholars to realize 
that this is not a system black people should 
put their faith in to justly dispense capita] 
punishment. 
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CALENDAR 


WEDNESDAY MARCH 22 


NEWARK - The Small Business 
Association sponsors a program for 
military veterans. 1 = 12 noon. 
For further information call 973-645- 


NEWARK - The Regional Business 
Partnership is sponsoring its Annual 
Real Estate Marker Forecast. Free. 
Pre-registration required For more 
information call Barbara Kauffman at 
973-242-4219 


THURSDAY, MARCH 23 


NEWARK - The U.S. Small Business 
Administration hosts “Computer 
Troubleshooting.” 10 a.m. to 12 noon. 
For more information call (973) 645- 
2434. 


UNION - Kean University hosts 
“Business Opportunities through 
Electronic Commerce.” 9:00 am to 
12:00 p.m. Free. For further informa- 
tion call (908)-527-1166, 


UNION - Kean University will hold the 
class “Business Opportunities through 
Electronic Commerce Il." For further 
information call (908)-527-1166 


TUESDAY, MARCH 28 


NEWARK - The Regional Business 
Partnership is sponsoring their annual 
Museum Reception and Dinner at the 
Newark Museum Reception at 6:00 
pim, dinnper at 7:00 p.m. For further 
information call 973-242-4203 


TUESDAY, APRIL 11 


NEWARK — The Regional Business 
Partnership is hosting a Cruise 
‘Aboard The Spirit of New Jersey. 
Board ship at 4:30 p.m, ship leaves at 

30 p.m. For further information, call 
(973) 242-4203 


TUESDAY, APRIL 18 


NEWARK — The SCORE Association 
presents the seminar “Starting and 
Managing Your Own Business” 9 

to 2:30 pm. For more informa- 
ton, call (373) 645-3082 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19 


NEW YORK — A Power Breakfast 
Seminar Series will be held at 
Manhattan's Roosevelt Hotel. Call 
(888) 233-1110. 
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CPA’s top ten list for uncovering tax breaks 


ROSELAND — You don't 
have to look far for ways to cut 
your tax bill, advises the New 
Jersey Society of Certified Public 
Accountants CPA) 
Following is a top ten list to 
guide you in uncovering thou- 
sands of dollars in tax breaks you 
can claim on your 1999 tax 
return. 


1. YOUR CHILDREN 


A significant tax break is 
available to parents: They may 
claim a child tax credit of up to 
$400 for each qualifying child 
under the age of 17 as of 
December 31 of the tax year. The 
credit is phased out for adjusted. 
gross incomes (AGI) starting at 
$110,000 if married filing jointly 
or $75,000 if single. 

The amount of the credit is 
reduced by $50 for each $1,000 of 
AGI above the thresholds stated 
above. In 1999, the tax credit is 
worth up to $500. If you work 
and pay someone to care for your 
children, you may also qualify for 
a dependent care credit. This 
credit applies to child-care 
expenses of up to $2,400 for one 
qualifying child, or $4,800 for 
two or more qualifying children. 
The amount of the tax credit 
ranges from 20 percent to 30 per- 
cent of child-care expenses, 
depending on AGI. 


2, YOUR DEPENDENTS 


You can claim a dependency 
exemption of $2,700-for each 
qualified dependent. Generally, 
a dependent must be a relative or 
an individual who lives with you 
for the entire year as a member 
of your household and who does 
not file a joint tax return. In 
addition, you must provide more 
than half of a person's total sup- 
port during the calendar year 
and that person must have less 
than $2,700 of gross income for 
the year. However, the gross 
income test does not apply to a 
child under the age of 19 or a 
full-time student under age 24 

e dependent must also be a 
citizen of the United States or 
his/her relative. (Be aware that 
phase‘out and other rules apply.) 


New Jersey’s #1 
African-American 
Newspaper 


call (973) 642-4400 


3. YOUR HEALTH 
CARE COSTS 

If you’re a business owner, in 
1999 you can deduct 60 percent 
of the cost of your health insur- 
ance premiums from AGI. 
Taxpayers who have incurred 
significant unreimbursed med- 
ical expenses can also deduct 
those that exceed 7.5 percent of 
their adjusted gross income as an 
itemized deduction. 


4. YOUR CHARITABLE 
GIFTS 


Whether you've made gifts of 
cash or property to qualified 
charitable organizations, you can 
claim an itemized deduction on 
your tax return. If you gave 
appreciated capital gain property 
held for more than one year, s 
may generally deduct the curre 
fair market value of the property 
at the time of the gift, limited to 
30 percent of your AGI 


5. YOUR HOME 


filing jointly with AGIs between 
$80,000 and $100,000, and for 
singles with AGIs | between 
$40,000 and $50,000 


7. INTEREST COSTS 


While consumer interest on 
items like credit card debt is not 
deductible, you can deduct three 
other forms of interest: interest 
on up to $1 million of home mort- 
gage loans; interest on up to 
$100,000 of home equity loans 
and for 1999, up to $1,500 in 
interest on student loans. The 
student loan interest deduction 
applies to the first 60 months in 
which interest payments are 
required and is subject to phas 
out rules. Be aware that mort- 
gage and home equity interest 
are itemized deductions. Student 
loan interest, on the other hand, 
is a deduction from gross income 
to arrive at A 


8. UNPAID LOANS 


When you lend money to 
friends or family and you're not 
repaid, you can recover part of 

| the bad debt through a tax 


ship may also 
open the door to tax deductions. 
Mortgage interest and reali 
estate and property taxes are all 
deductible. 


6. COLLEGE EXPENS- 
S 


Two education credits 
against federal income taxes are 
available. The first is the Hope 
credit worth up to $1,500 a year 
(100 percent of the first $1,000 of 
educational expenses and 50 per- 
cent of the next $1,000). It may 
be claimed to defray the costs of 
the first two years of tuition and 
fees for you, your spouse, or your 
dependent enrolled in a degree 
program at a college or vocation- 
al school. As an alternative to the 
Hope credit, you may elect to use 
the Lifetime Learning Credit, 
This credit is equal to 20 percent 
of the first $5,000 of qualifying 
expenses, up to a maximum of 
$1,000 per family. A qualifying 
student is not required to be in a 
degreed program. Be aware that 
both credits phase out for couples 
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These are typically 
considered nonbusiness bad 
debts and are deducted on 
Schedule D of your tax return as 


a a Short-term capital loss. You 


can deduct this from other capi- 
tal gains if any, and $3,000 of 
other income. Any balance is 
deductible as a capital loss carry- 
over in future years. 


9. BUSINESS-RELATED 
MEALS AND ENTERTAIN- 
MENT 


Dine out for business rea- 
sons, bring along your spouse 
and the spouse of your client or 
customer if there is a clear busi- 
ness purpose, and you may be 
‘entitled to a tax deduction, pro- 
vided you conducted business 
immediately prior to or after the 
meal. Such unreimbursed busi- 
ness entertainment and meal 
expenses are considered miscel- 
Janeous expenses, which are 
deductible to the extent that they 
and other miscellaneous expens- 
es exceed two percent of your 
AGI. 


| 10. TAX HELP 


Fees paid to tax advisors and 
preparers also fall into the cate- 
gory of miscellaneous itemized 

hexpenses. Only those amounts 

‘that exceed two percent of your 
adjusted gross income "are 
deductible. 

The NJSCPA recommends 
consulting a Certified Public 
Accountant for guidance in all 
ate and federal tax matters. To 
locate a CPA to assist with your 
tax preparation or other finan- 
cial matters, visit the NJSCPA 
Qnline Referral Service, Find-A- 
OPA, at www.njscpa.orglfindac- 
pa. For additional general tax 
information, visit the NJSCPA 
Online Tax Guide at www njscpa 
org/taxguide. 


In Collective and- 


In my book, “Economic 
Empowerment or Economic 
Enslavement - We Have a 
Choice” there is a discussion 
regarding “manufactured oil 
prices” and some of the other 
games being run on us much of 
the time. It draws the reader's 
attention to how easy it is for 
those in control of various facets 
of our economy to increase their 
profits and to make their lives 
even more comfortable - anytime 
they want. 

We see it now with the rising 
fuel costs. People in cold climates 
must choose between warming 
their homes and putting food on 
the table. Over-the-road truckers 
are faced with skyrocketing 
diesel fuel costs. Automobile 
owners cringe each time they 
pull up to the pump. Where it 
used to be a fill-up, it’s now 
maybe a half tank or so. 

‘What we are facing with 
these rising costs is another 
example of people working 
together to improve their finan- 
cial position. They are working 
cooperatively to strengthen their 
collective economic position 
Whether they need the extra bil- 
lions or not is irrelevant; they 
are in control of their resources 
and they determine what others 
will pay for those resources. 

A few little countries in the 
Middle East got together and 
realized they could control much 
of the world by simply working 
in concert. A few little countries, 
several of which the United 
States has sent men and women 
to fight and die for, get together 
and decide how much oil they are 
going to produce and, thereby, 
change the landscape of many 
larger countries of the world. 
Well, that’s what collective eco- 
nomics is all about. 

This glaring example of coop- 
erative economics is something 
each of us can witness personally 
at least once each week when we 
pull up to the pump. We should 
learn from it. A few small coun- 
tries working together have 
brought big bad truckers to their 

ees, caused them to drive to 
our nation’s capital in protest, 
and set up “rolling road blocks” 
along our expressways. A few 
small potentates are making the 
rest of us rant and rave about 
the price of gasoline, shake and 
shiver in our own homes, and cut 
back on other essentials. 

This example of collective 
and cooperative economits, while 
it is not one that benefits us, 
does benefit those who partici- 
pate in it, and Black people 
should use their example to 
develop our own cooperative eco- 
nomic structure. We should 
assess our resources, both intel- 
lectual and financial, and estab- 
lish programs and procedures 
that will benefit our people. It’s a 
matter of controlling what we 


Blackonomics 


have and doling it out at our dis- 
cretion, not at the request of 
someone else. 

You can see it with OPEC 
states. They do not seem to care 
that some of our people died for 
their countries, that some of 
them came back home with ill- 
nesses that will eventually kill 
them, or that our people saved 
their precious oil by putting out 
those oil-well fires. That does not 
matter when it comes to the 
money. They understand that 
what they have is power and 
they can exercise that power 
anytime they wish to do so. 

An analogy can be drawn 
between what OPEC is doing 
and what Black people could be 
doing in this country. If we were 
psychologically free and really 
decided to pursue our true eco- 
nomic freedom, we could bring a 
few folks to their knees as well. 
We could transform what is now 
an insignificant group of con- 
sumers into a powerful band of 
producers, distributors,’ and 
retailers. 

We could wreak havoc on the 
corporations that take our- dol- 
lars for granted. We could cause 
an economic tidal wave rather 
than the small ripples we cur- 
rently see as a result our half- 
hearted boycotts, demands for 
apologies, organizational pay- 
offs, token employees, and all of 
the other shallow tactics we 
deploy and accept. 

We could be the OPEC of this 
country if we would use our half- 
trillion dollars to build our own 
businesses and to determine the 
prices of our products rather 
than having always to submit to 
the price-gouging of other busi- 
nesses. 

If we took control of our 
resources and worked coopera- 
tively and collectively, in support 
of one another, withdrawing our 
dollars from those who hold us in 
disdain, we could control our eco- 
nomic destiny. 

If we would deny our dollars, 
not for one day, but for one year 
or more, to those businesses that 
exploit our people on a daily 
basis and return virtually noth- 
ing, we could be in control 

Have you ever wondered 
what happened to National Gas 
Out Day? The troyble with that 
campaign was that is lasted for 
just one day. Now on May 20 
,2000, we are going to have 
National Black Out Day. I will 
support it, but will it do any good 
if we simply return to our normal 
buying habits the very next day? 

Take a lesson from the little 
countries about whom we some- 
times joke and make fun. They 
are demonstrating the purest 
form of collective and cooperative 
economics. They are making us 
pay dearly because they are in 
control of their resources. Black 
people should do the same. 


The Economy and African Americans 


By William E. Spriggs 
Director, Research and Public Policy 
National Urban League, Inc. 


Economics is the study of 
who gets what. One of the impor- 
tant “what's” is who gets a job; 
since most Americans need a job 
for the income to pay rent and 
buy food 

The first Friday of each 
month, the U. S Bureau í of Labor 
Statisti 
Alexis Herman’ 
Labor, releases the Employment 
Situation for the previous month. 
So this past Friday, the unem- 
ployment numbers for February 
Were released. The unemploy- 
Ment rate for African Americans 
reported by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics decreased to 7.8 per- 
cent in February, from 8.2 per- 
cent in January. This was part of 
good news all around for African 
Americans in the report. 

e share of African 
ican: in the labor force, 
those who were employed, or 
actively looking for work, contin- 
ued to climb and set new records. 
After setting a record in 
January, African American labor 
force participation climbed from 
66.4 percent to 66.9 percent. And 
again, the surge was led by 
African American men whose 
labor force participation climbed 

74.2 percent. African 
American women continue to 
have higher participation in the 
labor force than white women. 
But now, African American men 
are slowly pulling even with the 
higher labor force participation 
rate of white men. So, overall, 
the 66.9 percent labor force par- 
ticipation rate of African 
Americans is not significantly 
different from the 67.8 percent 
labor force participation rate for 
whites, This is a clear signal that 
African Americans believe this 


economic expansion and labor 
market are unusually good. 

Another key number is the 
share of African Americans who 
are employed. The employment- 
to-population ratio set a new 
record at 61.7 percent, just a lit- 
tle over its previous record of 
61.0 percent set in January 1999. 
So, a little more than three of 
every five African Americans 
over age 16 was employed during 
part of the month of February. 
Again, this was because of high- 
er labor force participation and 
employment African 
American men. 

This month, the Census 
Bureau mailed to every house- 
hold a notice that Census forms 
for the 2000 Census would arrive 
soon. Though the Census is con- 
ducted every ten years, it forms 
the basis for almost all national 
data in the years between each 
Census. That means it is the 
basis for the way the monthly 
Current Population Survey is 
done, and the way the numbers 
from that monthly survey are 
computed. it is the monthly 
Current Population Survey that 
gives us the labor force numbers 
reported each month. 

ost national African 
American organizations have 
signed a partnership agreement 
with the Census Bureau to try 
and make Census 2000 more 
accurate than ever. And, for the 
first time, the Census Bureau 
has paid for advertisements to 
make sure that everyone knows 
the importance of the Census. 
The data collected is used by 
state and local governments to 
draw political districts for city 
council races, state legislative 
districts and school board dis- 
tricts. They are also used to 
decide where federal dollars go 
for many federal programs 
Those decisions, based on the 


direct use of the data, affect 
everyone for ten years. 

But, the numbers affect us 
indirectly too. An undercount in 
the Census affects the way that 
polls and national surveys use 
their information to tell us what 
the survey results mean. The 
problem with the Census under- 
count is that it is not equal for all 
groups. Disproportionately, 
minorities, and in particular, 
women and children, are under- 
counted. So, the share of African 
Americans in the population is 
greater than reported in the 
Census. For instance television 
shows and newspapers that 
African Americans watch and 
read have a larger market share 
than marketing researchers 
show, since they must use the 
Census as a baseline to decide 
how many people their samples 
truly represent. 

It also creates problems for 
getting labor force numbers. 
monthly Current Population 
Survey must use “weights” to 
decide how to relate the sample 
of households that are surveyed 
to the nation’s population. In 
large part, the “weights” come 
from information about the pop- 
ulation in the Census taken 
every ten years. The dispropor- 
tionate undercount of African 
Americans affects the weights 
given to the sample of African 
Americans in the Current 
Population Survey. 

‘hus, indirectly, the under- 


count distorts the monthly 
unemployment figures. The 
unemployment figures also 


decide how and where federal 
dollars will be spent. Just make 
sure you are counted, and tell 
others how important it is that 
you respond to the Census. 
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fhe S 
Lord’s 
Baseball 
Game 


Bob and| 
the Lord stood 
iby to ‘observe a baseball game,| 
The Lord's team was playing| 
Satan's team. 

The Lord’s team was at 
bat, the score was tied 0-to-0, 
land it was the bottom of the| 
9th inning with two outs. 
‘hey continued to watch as 
la batter stepped up to thel 
plate whose name was Love 
Love swung at the firsti 
[pitch and hit a single, because| 
Love never fails. 
The next batter was named 
Faith, who also got a single| 
because Faith works with| 
ve 


re. 

The next batter up was| 
named Godly Wisdom. 

atan wound up and threw] 
ithe first pitch. Godly Wisdom} 
looked it over and let it pass 
ball one. 

Three more pitches and 
Godly Wisdom walked, 
because Godly Wisdom never| 
swings at what Satan throws. 
The bases were loaded. 

e Lord then turned toj 
Bob ad told him He was now} 
going to bring in His star play- 


er. 
WA oR to the plate stepped| 


Bob said, “He sure doesn’t} 
look like much!” 
Satans whole teami 
relaxed when they saw Grace. 
Thinking he had won thel 
game, Satan wound up and| 
fired his first pitch. 
'o the shock of everyone, 
Grace hit the ball harder than} 
lanyone had ever seen. 
But Satan was not worried; 
his center fielder let every few 
get by. 
He went up for the ball, 
but it went through his glove, 
hit him on the“head and sent} 
him crashing on the ground;} 
then it continued over thel 
fence for a home run! 

rd’s team won. 
The Lord then asked Bob i; 
he knew why Love, Faith, and] 
Godly Wisdom could get onj 
base but could not win the 
game. Bob answered that hel 
did not know shy. 
The Lord explained, “I 
your Love, Faith and Wisdom] 
had won the game you would] 
think you had done it by your- 
self. Love, Faith and Wisdom 
will get you on base, but only 
My Grace can get you home. 
IMy Grace is the one thing 
Satan cannot steal.” 


Please 
submit your 
calendar items to: 
Religion 
Calendar 
to 
City News 


111 Mulberry St. 


Newark, NJ 07102 


or call 


(973) 642-4400 


‘Race, Religion & Racism: 


A Bold Encounter With Division in the Church’ 


LOS ANGELES - The most 
racist place in the world is the 
church in America, declares a 
new and illuminating book by a 
man who reluctantly accepted 
the call by God to stand up to the 
issue of racism. However, Freder- 
ick K.C. Price, a highly successful 
television minister and pastor at 
the largest sanctuary in the 
Western Hemisphere-the Cren- 
shaw Christian Center Faith 
Dome — faced up to the task and 
the ensuing television series kept 
much of the nation mesmerized 
for a year and a half. 

n extraordinary per- 
sonal turn of events catalyzed Dr. 
Price into taking the public stand 
against racism that led first to 
the television series and then to 
writing this captivating book 
entitled, “Race, Religion & 
Racism: A Bold Encounter With 
Division in the Church.” Dr. 
Price admits that. initially he was 
reluctant to deal with the race 
issue, though it was an assign- 
ment from God. A tape of a ques- 
tionable teaching by a white min- 
ister friend proved to be the cata- 
lyst. Among other things, that 
minister's teaching warned par- 
ents in his mostly white congre- 
gation that if they did not want 
their kids involved in interracial 
dating that it was up to them to 
control it. 

“We can be friends with 
everybody; we are not prejudiced, 
but we are not going to date this 
group of people,” said the minis- 
ter, referring to black people. “It's 
not in our culture to do it. We're 
not going to do it. If you want to, 
there’s no problem with that; 
that’s fine.” 


Dr. Price writes of a subse- 
quent meeting with the minis- 
ter-unnamed throughout the 
book but well known in the 
charismatic community—about 
concerns over the apparent 
racism in the message. Dr. Price 
later appealed to the minister's 
well-known father, himself a 
widely revered minister and Dr. 
Price's longtime mentor. The 
appeal was never answered. Ulti- 
mately, the relationship between 
Dr. Price and the two ministers 
was severed, 

The Church's history is 
appalling, says Dr. Price. “The 
reasons are not hard to find.” he 
writes. “They have to do with 
America’s whole attitude toward 
black culture, an attitude that is 
almost 400 years old . 

Dr. Price reminds us, all men 
are made in the image of God. 

But somehow the issues of 
man’s worth have become con- 
fused with color, he points out. 
The presumption in America is 
that God, Adam and Jesus were 
all white, and that blacks and 
other somehow fit into another 
category. 

Not so, says Dr. Price, as he 
systematically explores the myth 
of white superiority: Adam and 
Eve, he says, could not have been 
white. With only white genes, 
they could not have peopled the 
non-white nations of the world. 
And if there is one point on which 
both scientist and creationists 
agree, it is that all people stem 
from a single source. Based on 
the Genesis account, the larger 
point that Adam had to be a man 
of color. Another point that Dr. 
Price continues to drive home is 
“all flesh of men is the same.” 


Dr. Frederick K. Price is shown here with the cover of his book, “Race, Reli- 
gion & Racism: A Bold Encounter With Division in the Church.” 


Elmwood 
United hosts 
ministry 
conference 


EAST ORANGE- Elmwood 
United Presbyterian Church 
and the Office of Black Congre- 
gational Enhancement, 
Louisville, Kentucky, will host 
“Discipleship and Ministry Con- 
ference 2000, Empowering, Edu- 
cating, and Equipping People for 
Spiritual Leadership.” The 
event will take place March 31, 

Discipleship and Ministry 
Conference 2000, 
Empowering, Educating, and 
Equipping People for Spiritu- 
al Leadership 
March 31, at 6 p.m. through 
April 2, at 1 p.m. 

135 Elmwood Avenue, East 
Orange 


‘at 6 p.m. and end April 2, at 1 
p.m. There will be workshops for 
everyone — adults, youth, Chris- 
tian educators, church officers, 
lay ministers, pastors and wor- 
ship leaders. This conference 
will be held at 135 Elmwood 
Avenue, East Orange. The 
requested donation for this 
event will be $35, which will 
cover registration, continental 
breakfast, two workshops, mate- 
rials and lunch. For further 
information, please call Cheryl 
Cox. -tney, (973) 678-0055. 


Founder of Xavier University canonized 


By Bill Begstrom 

PHILADELPHIA (AP)— 
Pope John Paul IT has 
approved sainthood ` før 


Katharine Drexel, a Philadély 
phia socialite who took a vow 
poverty and devoted her for- 
tune to helping poor blacks and 
American Indians. 

Drexel, who died in 1955. 
will be canonized Oct. 1 in 
St.Peter's Square at the Vati- 
can, said Philadelphia Arch- 
bishop Cardinal Anthony 
Bevilacqua. 

Catholics everywhere, and 
especially in the Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia, will rightfully 
rejoice at this great news,” he 
said. The pope approved the 
action on Friday 

Drexel will be only the sec- 
ond American-born saint; the 
other is Sisters of Charity 
founder Elizabeth Ann Seton, 
canonized in 1975. 

At the Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament, the order 
Drexel founded in 1891, the 
pope’s decision was announced 
on a public address system in 
the quarters for the 140 nuns. 


The Vatican confirmed | 


Drexel’s first miracle in 1998 _ 
curing Robert Gutherman of 
deafness. On Jan. 28, the pope 
credited Drexel with a second 
miracle — curing the deafness 
of 7-year-old Amanda’ Amy” 
Wall. The girl’s family had 
prayed to Drexel and touched 
objects that had belonged to 
her to Amanda’s ears. 

Drexel was born in 1858 
the daughter of Francis Drexel 


a banking magnate and busi- 
ness partner of J.P. Morgan. 
The family distributed food, 
clothing and money three times 
a week from its mansion. 

At 30, Drexel entered a con- 
vent and used her $20 million- 
inheritance to establish a mis- 
order In her lifetime, 


sioneey 


the order established 12 Amer- 
ican Indian schools and more 
than 100 rural and inner-city 
schools for black students, 
including New Orleans’ Xavier 
University, the only historical- 
ly black Catholic college in the 
country. She died at 96. 


William Paterson 

to host discussion, 
‘The good death: 

Does it exist” 


WAYNE—The diversity of 
beliefs, values, and practices 
that cultural and religious 
groups bring to the process of 
death and dying will be 
explored during a conference, 
“The Good Death: Does It 
Exist?” to be held at William 
Paterson University in Wayne 
on Friday, March 31. 

The event, designed for 
professionals who provide end 
of life care, is scheduled for 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the 
Machuga Student Center Ball- 
room on campus. Admission is 
$35 and $10 for students. 

“Dying and the meaning of 
death are often defined by our 
dual cultural and faith 


“Dying and the 
meaning of death are 
often defined by our 
individual cultural 


and faith experiences” 
—Daphne Joslin 


experiences,” says Daphne 
Joslin, director of William 
Paterson's Institute for Cre- 
ative Aging, one of the spon- 
sors of the program. ‘It’s 
important for professionals 
who work with chronically ill 
or dying persons to be more 
conversant in the perspectives 
of different cultural and reli- 
gious groups so they can pro- 
vide appropriate support and 
care.” 

Dr. John Mitchell, chair of 
the department of biomedical 
ethics at Seton Hall Universi- 
ty, will present the keynote 
address, “Understanding the 
Many Faces of Death in Amer- 
ica. 

Following his presentation, 
a panel of professionals who 
provide end of life care will dis- 
cuss the issue from a variety of 
cultural and religious perspec- 
tives. 


March 22 — March 28, 2000 


Through New Jersey Energy Choice, you have the power to choose 
your own electricity supplier. You can choose to switch to a new 
supplier, or choose to do nothing at all and stay with your current one. 
There's no deadline to make your decision because energy choice is 
here to stay. Take the time to select.the best source of power for you, 
your family and the environment. Don't worry, you won't be switched 
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without your consent. And whether you choose to switch or not, you'll 
still get the reliable electrical service.you've always counted on. 

Ask for your enrollment guide today. In it you will find helpful information 
on Energy Choice including answers to frequently asked questions, 
your rights as a consumer in the program, a list of licensed electricity 
suppliers, and information about your electric usage for the past year. 


Call 1-800-706 -PSEG or visit us at www. pseg.com 


This message is brought to you by PSE&G in partnership with New Jersey Citizen Action * American Association of Blacks in Energy— NJ Chapter * Association for Children of NJ * Center for Non-Profit Corporations * Community FoodBank 
Project * Hispanic Directors Association of New Jersey + New Jersey Community Action Association * NJ NAACP State Conference of Branches + NJ State Council of the Urban Leagues * United Way of Essex & West Hudson * Rutgers, th 


Community Health Law 
University of New Jersey 
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COHEN RESOLUTION CON- 
DEMNS DISCRIMINATORY 
IDEOLOGY OF BOB JONES 
UNIVERSITY 


(TRENTON) — Assembly Deputy 
Minority Leader Neil M. Cohen today 
announced the introduction of his reso- 
lution to condemn the practices of divi- 
sive and racial separatism that are 
preached at Bob Jones University 
“Bob Jones University has for to long 
been the symbol of intolerance in the 
country,” said Cohen (D-Elizabeth). 
“Bob Jones University is out of touch 
with our national progress and human 
relations,” said Cohen. “The University 
‘admits on their website that they are 
Anti-Catholic, gays are not welcome 
and inter-racial dating is prohibited.” 
Bob Jones University officials continue 
to make statements reaffirming their 
position that inter-racial dating should 
remain prohibited and that any alumni 
found to be gay will no longer be invited 
back to the campus they once attend- 
€d."Bob Jones University is an island 
adrift in a sea of national religious and 
human diversity,” said Cohen. 

“The University tries to pretend that it 
upholds the ideals of the First Amend- 
ment, however it is apparent the school 
fails to recognize anyone else's First 
‘Amendment rights,” said Cohen. 

Bob Jones University is committed to 
the notion that the Bible calls tor the 
separation of the races. It also grounds 
its tradition in negative attitudes toward 
non-whites and non-fundamentalist 
Christians, Catholics mostly, but mem- 
bers of other Protestant sects as well 
Cohen's resolution (AR-101) condemns 
the practices of intolerance and dis- 
Crimination at Bob Jones University as 
being contrary to American ideals and 
divisive to our country's harmony. 


BLACKOUT DAY: THE DAY 
BLACKS DO NOT SPEND 
MONEY ANYWHERE 


What is National Blackout Day? On 
May 20, 2000, Black People all over 
the country will not spend their money 
anywhere, That means Black folks 
will not frequent ANY establishment 
to show white America that black dol- 
lars equals ECONOMIC POWER 
When we unify together, we relay a 
powerful message: We are not the 
minority, we are the majority. By not 
spending our dollars in any white 
establishments, the nation will realize 
the impact on what ONE single day 
can have on economics. So, email 
everyone you know so that this can 
be successful. 


GRANT WRITING WORK- 
SHOPS BEING CONDUCTED 


NEW YORK — The National Vocational 
Technical Honor Society, National Grant 
Writers Association, American Cancer 
Society, American Red Cross, and 33 
public and private non-profit agencies 
are sponsoring a series of different 
grant writing workshops for the general 
Public to attend. These fun workshops 
help prepare novice and advanced 
grant writers on how to identify and 
write grants to foundations, corpora- 
tions, and the government. 

There will be over $340,000,000,000 
available in grants in 2000 from over 
52,000 sources nationally. In New York 
and New Jersey, there are 11,372 foun- 
dations and thousands of corporations 
that fund grants. These workshops are 
$99 each which include food and 
refreshments and will be held at the 
George Washington Bridge Hilton Hotel 
in Fort Lee, New Jersey on May 15-19, 
2000.The public, including educators, 
government workers, private non-profit 
staff community volunteers, and anyone 
connected with organizations that need 
funding, is invited to participate. Pre- 
registration is strongly suggested. 

For more detailed information and flyers 
or to register for these or ten other 
workshops statewide, call Chris or 
Charles at 803-750-9759, fax to 
(803)750-9366, visit our website at 
www.grantexperts.com, or write to our 
national training center. Grant Semi- 
nars, P.O. Box 1755, Irmo, SC 29063- 
1755. 


HILLARY WOOS THE BLACK VOTE IN NEW YORK 


By Gloria Dulan-Wilson 


Off and running in her can- 
didacy as New York’s U.S. Sen- 
ator, Hillary Clinton is wooing 
New York’s black and Latino 
vote. A reception was held in 
her honor at the Sheraton 
Hotel. 

In attendance were former 
Mayor David N. Dinkins, H. 
Carl McCall, New York State’s 
first African American comp- 
troller and others. The event 
was the official launching of the 
Working Families Party, a new 
third party formed by a consor- 
tium of labor movements, 
unions and ordinary citizens, as 
a voice for voters who are dis- 
satisfied with both the Democ- 
rats and Republicans. The 
newly formed party was respon- 
sibile for unseating Alphonse 
D’Amato in the recent senatori- 
al election. 

Clinton spoke eloquently of 
her early a a intern to 

arion Wri, delman, 
founder of the Children’ 's Rights 
organization, stating it was the 
impetus for her book, “It Takes 
A Village.” “Had I not had that 
experience as my background, I 
probably would not be as aware 
of the way in which our society 
has systematically written our 
children off over the years. I 
believe I have the vision to 
restore integrity and service to 


Whitman expands After School Enrichment Programs in Special Needs 


NTON — Gov. Christie 
Whitman’s $450,000 expansion 
of an after-school enrichment 
program will benefit hundreds 
more school-age children in New 
Jersey’s special-needs school 
districts. Through nine new 
Family Friendly programs 
housed in elementary and mid- 
dle schools throughout the state, 
students and their families will 
receive educational and health 
services as well as social and 
cultural opportunities that oth- 
erwise may not be available to 
them. 

Each grant of up to $50,000 
provides for enhancement ser- 
vices for after-school programs 
in special-needs districts. 


New Yorkers,” Clinton reiterat- 
ed. “I’m very proud of the Work- 
ing Families Party, and the way 
that so many have worked 
together over the years to bring 
this about. I want to build on 
that progress and strengthen 
ourselves against the chal- 
lenges that lie ahead. I believe 
in what I call the six R’s. Not 
only reading, writing and ‘rith- 
metic, but responsibility, 
respect and results.” 

When asked why she was 
running for U.S. Senate in New 
York as opposed to Arkansas, 
Clinton had several responses. 

“I may be new to the neigh- 
borhood, but I am not new to 
your concerns. I’ve been work- 
ing on these concerns all my 
adult life. I know that the prob- 
lems that we are trying to 
address are what people are 
talking about as they bump into 
each other in the supermarket 
aisles, or as they sit across the 
table from each other. They are 
the issues that are largely 
ignored by my opponent, Mayor 
Giuliani. I know what is on the 
minds of the people of New York 
because it is what’s on my mind. 
I care about the same issues. 

“I believe every child counts. 
Every child should have a 
chance, and raising children is 
a parent’s most important job. 
No child in America should 
grow up in poverty in the 21st 


The centers offer a host of 
services not available in tradi- 
tional school-age child care pro- 
grams and serve the family as 
well as the student. 

“Governor Whitman 
launched the Family Friendly 
program for children of working 
families who have limited acce: 
to health and social services and 
little or no access to educational 
or cultural enrichment activi- 
said Human Services Com- 
missioner Michele K. Guhi. 

Whitman announced the 
Family Friendly Center initia- 
tive in October 1998, providing 
$2.1 million in funding for 41 
sites that serve about 2,700 chil- 
dren and their families. The pro- 


Plainfield development 
may have negative effect 


PLAINFIELD —The Union 
County Improvement Authori- 
ty and the Plainfield City 
Council have taken a major 
step toward rejuvenating 
downtown Plainfield with 
more than $40 million of new 
private investment, office 
space and retail opportunities. 

Under the redevelopment 
plan, a state and county office 
building will be constructed on 
the long-vacant Park-Madison 
site on West Front Street. The 
100,000-square -foot building 
will include retail stores on the 
ground floor and consolidate 
state and county offices now 
spread throughout the city on 
the upper floors 

“The project builds upon 
efforts by the Freeholder 
Board to help our muncipali- 
ties revitalize their down- 
towns,” Freeholder Vice Chair- 
man Alexander Mirabella 
Freeholder liaison to the 
UCIA. “The site is just two 
blocks from Plainfield’s down- 
town train station. The Free- 
holders have made such trans- 
portation centers a focus of our 
economic development agen- 
da. 


The Park-Madison site is 
bounded by Park Avenue in 
the east West Second Street in 
the South, Madison Avenue in 
the west and West Front 
Street to the north. It includes 
four acres of buildable land. 

“This plan will present a 
new image for and attract rat- 
ables to Plainfield’s Central 
Business District,” said 
Lizanne Ceconi, the UCIA 
chairwoman. “It will utilize a 
long vacant site in the center 
of downtown Plainfield, pro- 
vide new shopping opportuni- 
ties and encourage further pri- 
vate investment in the area. 

owever, some Plainfield- 
ers who have followed many 
development schemes over the 
years are questioning using 
this valuable and highly visi- 
ble piece of land to house social 
service agencies that may have 
a negative effect on the area. 
Some are asking why not a 
more upscale plan for the site. 

ith the speculation of 
building a new jail, now a 
social service complex, how 
much can one small municipal- 
ity house. The pattern for 
Plainfield has become to place 
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social agencies throughout 
prime retail and residential 
areas thus causing concern for 
devaluation of the surrounding 
area 

The office building would 
be the first taxable property on 
the site in more than 30 years 
The Park-Madison site was a 
parking lot from the 1960s 
through the 1990, when it was 
turned into a temporary park. 

The Improvement Authori- 
ty entered into an agreement 
with Plainfield last April to act 
as the redevelopment agency 
for this project. The plan origi- 
nally called for the government 
office building to be built on 


the former Macy’s block on 
East Front Street. However, 
the revised plan recently 


approved by the City Council 
will allow the project to move 
forward more quickly and at 
less expense, Ceconi said. The 
UCIA will remain the redevel- 
opment agency for the Macy's 
site and will work with the city 
to attract red or 


centur 

The following week, Clinton 
attended the New York State 
Black and Puerto Rican Caucus, 
in Albany, NY ironically a week 
prior to the Diallo verdict. After 
attending a church service with 
Presidential Candidate Al Gore, 
she was hosted at an invitation 
only reception by a Manhattan 
Borough President C. Virginia 
Fields and Ruth Thompson, 
President of Mt. Vernon City 
Council 

Clinton addressed ques- 
tions from a group of 50 black 
women, specifically invited to 
apprise her of the concerns of 
black women in New York. 

© Key questions about educa- 
tion, economics, police brutali- 
ty, workfare, health and proper- 
ty ownership were adroitly han- 
dled by the candidate, whose 
policies are in sharp contrast to 
those of Giuliani. A corner- 
Stone of her platform was an 
end to police brutality, racial 
profiling and divisiveness in 
local government. Clinton has 
fought for legal services, educa- 
tion, health care, in states that 
“change” does not come easily 
ple who stand in the way of 
progress. 

“I support welfare reform 
and better child care for work- 
ing parents so they can get and 
keep the jobs they deserve to 
have.” 


Gov. Whitman photo by Herb Glenn 


gram helps provide quality 
school-age child care for families 
who have entered the workforce 
and have limited resources for 
their children. It also 


Hillary Clinton 

As Westchester’s most 
prominent new resident, the 
Westchester Black Women’s 
Political Caucus, has pledged to 
support her effort throughout 
the county. However, her main 
challenge is not downstate New 
York, which has a large strong 
black vote, but upstate, which is 


designed to open public schools 
to families in the community — 
creating a sort of neighborhood 
center. 


By enlisting the support of 


community-based organizations, 
Family Friendly grants provide 
enrichment services to supple- 
ment the daily activities of an 
after-school program 

Weekly on-site activities 
include music, drama and art 
programs. Family Fun nights 
bring students together with 
parents and siblings for recre- 
ational activities. 

Other services include recre- 
ational programs, cultural 
events and instruction, field 
trips, civic projects, and activi- 
ties associated with Boy/Gul 


photo courtesy of White House 
a Republican stronghold. 

ith the Diallo decision now 
an issue tearing at the fabric of 
New York City, and the appeal 
in the hands of the Justice 
Department, Clinton may well 
have another weapon in her 
arsenal against Giulian’s candi- 
dacy. 


School Districts 


Scouts, lubs, or 
YMCALYWCAy. satis and 
their families can also benefit 
from health screenings, sub- 
stance abuse programs, health 
and safety education, counseling 
services, tutoring services, men- 
toring and leadership develop- 
ment. 

“For students who have 
never left their neighborhoods, 
let alone their cities, the Family 
Friendly Centers have given 
them the chance to see the 
ocean, museums, zoos, cultural 
and sporting events,” said Com- 
missioner Guhi. “They have also 
enjoyed nature hikes and swim- 
ming lessons through partner- 
ships with organizations like 
the YMCA.” 


as low as $497/mo. wit! 


IF YOU DESERVE A BREAK, 
NEW BRUNSWICK HAS IT! 


Own this brand new one family home for 


Prices start at $62,900.... 


h no money down! 


E 
e Ceramic tile, bath 


¢ Stainless Steel Kit 


e 1-1/2 Baths 


|e Three Bedrooms (Master 12’x17’) |° 


and kitchen 


chen Sinks 


CAMNER SQUARE 


Frost-Free Refrigerator 

30” Oven/Range 

Central A/C 

Thermopane Windows 
Individual Lot With Backyard 
Wall-to-Wall Cut Pile Carpeting 
Gas Heat 

Off Street Parking 


a 


TO DESERVE A BREAK 


that block. 

The Improvement Authori- 
ty’s role includes selecting a 
qualified developer, providing 
financing and funds for proper- 
ty acquisition, and supervising 
project development The 
agency has the power to issue 
bonds for financing public pro- 
jects. 

AST Development Inc. will 
be the project developer, with 
an investment of $40 million 
for construction of a 
County/State building, new 
strip of retail stores and a 
parking garage 


Œ Mini 


. You must have reasonably good credit that is not overused. 
. You must have a minimum of $800 in savings 
}. Low Income Sales Price $62,900; All Others Sales Price $79,900. 

|. You must have a two year job history, or similar. 

“Your pe family must earn 80% or less of Middlesex County average. 
income for a family of four is $61,360) 


(201) 217-0855 


WEEKDAYS 9-5 


ANTIOCH COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 


CORPORATION 
AND 
J P AFFORDABLE HOUSING, 
152 Central Avenue 
Jersey City, N.J. 07306 


You must pre-qualify. This will establish your priority 


(201) 217-0855 


WEEKDAYS 9-5 
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MARCH 23 


Eamily 
Student Center Ballroooms. 9 am. 
Call (973) 655-7149 for more informa- 
‘tion. 

MARCH 24 
JPPER MONTCLAIR — MSU pre- 


ickson Hall, 11 am Call (973) 655- 
5114. d 


MARCH 25 


LODI — The Women's Commission of 
the Archdiocese of Newark will be 
hosting International Jubilee Day at 
Felician College, 9:30 am. to 3 pm 
Call (973) 497-4010. 

MARCH 25 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The Black 
Women's History Conference pre- 
sents "Celebrating Sisters Around the 
Globe,” at Rutgers University, 
Douglass College. 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
pm. Call (732) 932-4636 


MARCH 26 
HACKETTSTOWN — The Skylands 


Writers & Artists Association features 
writings and 


Dr. Mabel Bentley Perry 


photo courtesy of Correct Communications 


NEWARK — The Mayor's 
Commission on the Status of 
Women will induct seven New 
Jersey women into its Hall of 
Fame on March 30, an honor 
bestowed upon outstanding 
women since 1998. The list of 
year 2000 honorees includes dis- 
tinguished professionals in edu- 
cation, financial services, enter- 
tainment and counseling. 

“We are proud to recognize 
and honor this distinguished 
group of New Jersey women,” 
said Deputy Mayor Dolores 
Henry Metz. Honorary 


Chairperson of the Commissio 
athe Saah h 


Women’s History Month. The Front 
Parlours of Centenary College, 3-5 
p.m. Call (908) 852-1400, ext. 2267 


MARCH 27 


UPPER MONTCLAIR — Dr. Nawal El 
Saadawi, Egyptian physician will 
pee lomen:Creativity and 
Dissent,” at the Student Center 
Ballroom A, 5:30 p.m. Call (201) 200- 
3189, 


JERSEY CITY — The New Jersey 
City University (NJCU) is sponsoring a 
discussion on “Women Raising Your 
Self-Esteem.” Women's Center, 4:30- 
6pm. Call (201) 200-3189 


JERSEY CITY — The NJCU 

Women's Center is holding a “Legal 

Education Program,” a series of con- 

Sultations with attorney Wanda 

Molina. Women's Center. 6-8 p.m. 

Appointments are required, Call (201) 
+3189 


APRIL 1 


NEWARK — The Sixth Annual 
Newark Women’s Conference pre- 
sents workshops on women's issues, 
at New Jersey institute of Technology, 
Hazell Student Center. 8.30 a.m. to 4 
pm. Registration fee. Call (973) 353- 
5881 or (973) 923-8924. 


s 
made and wealth of talent held 
by these women are yet more 
signs that the City of Newark is 
a haven for upwardly mobile 
professionals and a place ripe 
with possibilities for greatness.” 

Established in 1992, by 
Newark’s Mayor Sharpe James, 
the Mayor’s Commission on the 
Status of Women is committed 
to enhancing the quality of life 
for women and their families by 
heightening awareness of 
women’s issues through semi- 
nars and public forums. In 
addition, the Commission men- 
tors Newark’s next generation 
of women through offering 
activities in the high schools 
and presenting a college schol- 


Elizabeth Del Tufo 

photo courtesy of Correct Communicatons 
Executive Director of Newark 
Day Center who serves as 
Chairperson of the Commission 
said, “In selecting honorees, we 
identify women who have made 
significant contributions to the 
City of Newark and its resi- 
dents, as well as the state of 
New Jersey and its citizens 
Our honorees have distin- 
guished themselves in their 
fields of endeavor; we are proud 
to induct them into the Women’s 
Hall of Fame.” 

The 2000 Hall of Fame 
inductees include: 

Dr. Mabel Bentley Perry, 
who heads Perry and Perry 
Education Consulting, Inc. with 
her husband Claude. They, work 


IN MEMORIAM 
The Women’s Fund of New Jersey 
is proud to remember Dr. Wynona 
Moore Lipman 


i 
Dr. Wynona Moore Lipman 


> Dr.Wynona Moore Lipman, 
who passed away May 9, 1999, 
was the first African-American 
to serve in the New Jersey 
State Senateand was the 
Senate’s only woman for many 
years. She was the founder 
and chair of the State 
Legislature’s Commision on 
Sex Discrimination in the 
Statues. 

Dr. Lipman sponsored the 
Prevention ol Domestic 
Violence Act in 198land in 
1991. The act was the tough- 
est domestic violence legisla- 
tion in the country. 3 
Lipman was a strong advocate 
on behalf of minority and 
women owned businesses, 
affirmative action, family 
leave, pay equity, the treat- 
ment of men and women in 
prison, enforcement of child 
support, regulation of home 
childcare, and low-income 
housing. The Women’s Fund 
af New Jersey salutes her pio- 
neering career and inspiring 
character. 


dedication and photo pro- 
vided courtesy of The Women’s 
Fund of New Jersey 


arship for academic achieye- 


Morris Yamba, 


closely, with schools, churches 
and community groups 


y Houston 
photo by Herb Glenn 


1] 
address four target areas: (a) 
edbcation; (b)health; (c) econom- 
icf empowerment; and 
strengthening the Black family 
ew dersey. 
Elizabeth Del Tufo has been 
cutive Director of the 
ark Boys Chorus School for 
12years. During her tenure at 
the school, enrollment has dou- 
bled, finances have grown; ph 
ical space has doubled; and the 
music department has been 
revitalized 

Dr. Gwendolyn Gold: 
Grant is a media psychologist, 
certified se 


public speaker, 
counselor, and advice columnis 
for, Essence Magazine. Dr 
h Specializes in assertive- 


ness training, affirmative action 
seminars, multicultural issue 


Dr. GwendolynGoldsby Grant 
photo by William Frazier 


parenting workshops, male- 
female relationships, child and 
elderly care, sextial harassment, 
stress management, and leader- 
ship and life skills development. 

Dr. Emily “Cissy” Houston 
is a veteran recording artist, 
multi-disciplined performer and 
back-to-back Grammy award 
winner. She has influenced the 
music industry with a life long 
list of credits to her name. 
Today, she serves as President 
and CEO of the Whitney 
Houston Foundation for 
Children, Inc. and Minister of 
Music at Newark’s New Hope 
Baptist Church 

Isabel Miranda is Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees of the 
University of Medicine and 
Dentistr of New Jersey 


Isabel Miranda 

photo courtesy of Correct Communications 
(UMDNJ) and is a member of 
the Board of Directors of the 
UMDNJ Foundation and the 
Robert Wood Johnson 
University Hospital. Ms 
Miranda is a Director and 
Senior Vice President of U.S. 
Trust Company of New Jersey 
where she manages the Trust 
and Client Services Group. 

Tn addition to the five Hall of 
Fame Inductees, The Honorable 
C. Delores Tucker, Chairperson 
of the National Political 
Congress of Black Women, Inc., 
and Patricia Ryan, a founding 
member of the Trustees of the 
Women’s Board of the New 
Jersey Performing Arts Center 
(NJPAC), will be presented with 
Lifetime Achievement awards. 
Tucker has tirelessly labored to 
advance the concerns of her con- 
stituents and further the cause 
of justice for people of color, and 
Ryan has worked diligently to 
bring a higher profile to the 
NJPAC including its annual 
Gala, which last year was the 
largest fund-raiser for a non- 
profit organization in the histo- 
ry of New Jersey 

The Mayor’s Commission on 
the Status of Women Annual 
Hall of Fame Tribute will be 
held Thursday, March 30, at 7 
p.m. at The Newark Club 
Tickets must be purchased in 
advance. Call (973) 242-3305 
for more information. 


Our Miss Brooks: 


A delicate thread in American History 


By Gilda Rogers 


UNION- Before Brown vs. Board of Education, before 
Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on the bus, before 
the army was desegregated, before Martin Luther King 
Jr. became a household name, there was Gwendolyn 
Brooks, Our Miss Brooks, who in 1950, while Harry S. 
Truman tended to America’s business, our Miss Brooks 
left many folks, black and white, with mouths gaping 
when a book of poems entitled “Annie Allen,” garnered 
her a Pulitzer Prize. 

Brooks, an American treasurer, and a diminutive 
figure is still blessed with an abundant amount of 
strength at the age of 83. With a voice as robust as black- 
strap molasses and as rich as pure gold, Brooks, who has 
written over 25 books, graced the stage at Kean 
University’s Wilkins Theater on March 15, as part of its 
Contemporary Writers Series - and man can this woman 
go! She read, and read, and read poems never tiring while 
never even taking a drink of water, she read on. And even. 
when her time was up, audience members in request of 
poems were obliged as she read one more. She was some- 
thing to see while being quite an entertainer. 

A truth teller, Brooks read a variety of poems 
that covered a myriad of topics - from Winnie Mandela to 
child molestation. She is gifted in poetically chronicling 
the ways of the world, and is empathetically keen in 
expressing the suffering and pain of others. 

y icago native has received numerous 
awards, and over 75 honorary doctorate’s and with all of 
these accolades, she still remains a very personable 
human being — which aligns with a line in one of her 
poems “ordinary and beautiful.” 

Prior to the event, a reception in her honor was 
held at the Nancy Thompson Library, where a never-end- 
ing line formed for Brooks to sign books of her poetry. She 
insisted on signing every book, until finally she had to be 
ushered off by Dr. Margot Banks, who was instrumental 
in bringing Brooks to Kean’s campus. 

Brooks told the audience she had been to Kean 
before, some 25 years ago and if she returns in 25 more 
years, she expects she’d see the same type of audience — 
one compiled of all races. 

“I want to thank all of you who went through a 
lot of trouble to get me to come here, to involve you with 
love, light, and loss, and liberty, and lunacy and lacera- 
tion — all that — you will find in my poetry.” 

It is important to remember that Brooks is a del- 
icate thread woven into American history and a true spir- 
itual voice for all Black Americans. This woman, who was 
exposed by her mother at an early age to the likes of 
James Weldon Johnson and Langston Hughes with this 
marvelous twinkle in her eye, is a featured poet in many 
college anthologies. There are schools named after her. 
She has served as a consultant to the Library of 
Congress; she was appointed Poet Laureate of Illinois, 
after the death of Carl Sandburg, and still holds this posi- 
tion. 


She is Gwendolyn Brooks, and in this case — a 
poet by any other name just won't do! 


trouble 
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Investment 
Strategies 
for businesses 


By Kelly Foster 
Staff Writer 


Among the BizTech Expo 
2000's scheduled workshops was 
Venture and Angel Financing 
Venture capital are funds that 
are invested at a high risk of loss 
in potentially highly profitable 
enterprises. Individuals need 
angel investments when they 
have already established a busi- 
ness and need additional funds 
to continue the business, as 
opposed to seed investments 
which are needed when financ- 
ing a new business. Angel 
investing is important because 
some investment companies are 
partial to financing established 
businesses. 
Jill Johnson, of the Urban 
Venture Group Project, moderat- 
ed the workshop. Panel partici- 
pants included David Bowen of 
the Ascend Venture Group, 
James Simmons of the Upper 
Manhattan Empowerment Zone, 
and Marva York of Merrill 
Lynch 

Ascend 


Venture Group 
invests in companies in the early 
stages of development. To date, 
they have invested in 16 compa- 
nies, including StarMedia and 
Cosmo.com, a home delivery ser- 
vice. The Upper Manhattan 
Empowerment Zone, of which 
Simmons is a vice-president, is a 
not for profit group, the largest 
urban development fund in the 
country. Merrill Lynch, where 
York works as a financial con- 
sultant, specializes in equity 
financing. 

The problem with starting a 
business is that some small busi- 
nesses interested in financing 
are unfamiliar with how to pre- 
sent themselves to inves 
said Johnson. Bowen s 
one of the most important things 
to remember when presenting a 
business plan is the quality of 
the management team and how 
well the team works together 
Companies should have some 
start-up experience, he stressed. 
Investors want companies that 
have the ability to grow quickly, 
he added. Probably most impor- 
tant, though, is the presentation 
of the business plan. “The pre- 
sentation should be well written 
and polished,” he said. The plan 
should include the mission state- 


“If there is a 
blemish in your 
credit report, I 
have to fight 
harder. Watch 
your debt as well 
as your equity.” 
— Marva York 


Whitman proclaims 
BizTech Expo 2000 
an unqualified success 


By Chris Sykes 
Staff Writer 


A popular shipping and han- 
dling company has a slogan 
promising they move at the “speed 
of business.” That’s a very good 
promise, but it begs the question, 
how fast does business move, espe- 
cially in the information age? 

e answers to that and other 
questions regarding technology 
and minority business owners and 
entrepreneurs were on display at 
the BizTech Expo 2000, which took 
place at the Newark Airport 
Marriott Hotel on March 13. 

“Affairs like this bring the 
technology and the people togeth- 
er,” said Vineent R. Taylor, the 
president of VRT Entertainment, 
a multimedia production company 
specializing in commercials, televi- 
sion and movie production. 
“There’s a lot more work to be 
done, but this is a great start. This 
expo and the businesses and ve: 
dors here were excellent as were 
the people working it. 

Taylor said the Internet and 
television are coming closer and 
closer everyday, with a lot of 
opportunity for minority business- 
men and entrepreneurs. 

Perhaps the highlight of this 
year’s expo — with the exception of 
the awards luncheon and the hon- 
orees — was the appearance of 
Governor Christine Todd 


Whitman. She said she attended 
the event to reaffirm her commit- 
ment to making sure every mem- 


nomic opportunities available for 
of 


Competitive Inner City Award honoree Talib Abdul-Aziz, owner of 
International House of Pancakes in Newark with Gov. Whitman during 
the BizTech Expo 2000. 


Competitive Inner City Award honoree Tracy Syphax owner of Capital 
City Contracting in Trenton with Gov. Whitman during the BizTech 
2000 Expo. 


ment of the company and the 
type of market the company 
intends to target. A detailed 
financial plan is a key factor 

York, noted that Merrill 
Lynch makes loans to companies 
with at least a five-year history, 
strives to provide financing for 
those who are often ignored 
“We have a mandate to loan 
money to more women and 
minorities but we're precluding 
them.” York said that reasons 
for the preclusion is that their 
minimum loan is $200,000, and 
potential clients require a blem- 
ish-free credit record. Merrill 
Lynch tries to make exceptions if 
they can, however. “We're trying 
to bring more of you (women and 
minorities) to the table. "she 
declared. 

The time frame for obtaining 
loan approval varies, according 
to the panelists. At the Upper 
Manhattan Empowerment Zone, 
the proc takes about four 
months $ average, but can pos- 
sibly take five to six months, 
SAA ted. York said that 
at Merrill Lynch, the process 
takes two to four weeks for loan 
approval. Bowen stated that the 
shortest time at 
Ascend is about three weeks, 
and the longest is two months. 

York said one of the most 
important pieces of advice she 
could give potential investors is 
to control their debt. “Don't give 
Merrill Lynch the chance to turn 
you down,” she emphasized. “If 
there is a blemish in your credit 
report, I have to fight harder 
Watch your debt as well as your 
equity.” 


Comp Inner City Award honoree Felicia Guobadia, owner of 
Makeda’s Restaurant in New Brunswick and Stuart Smith with Gov. 
Whitman during the BizTech Expo 2000. 


Competitive Inner City Award honoree Gary Nye, owner of Nye Tech 
in Jersey City with Gov. Whitman during the BizTech Expo 2000. 


Jill Johnson of On Point 
Consulting presents exciting 
new Urban Venture Capital plan. 


Newark Deputy Mayor Delores 
Metz brings greetings from the 
City of Newark. 


Lou Hendi, manager of External A 
Bell’s new online registration so! 


airs at Bell Atlantic, demonstrates 
re at BizTech 2000 Expo. 


Ernest Williams of NJ Transit helps attendees understand opportuni- 


AlphaResources shows what they can deliver and help businesses 
ties available through mass transit. 


| get up to speed in the age of technology. 


all New 
race, Chic or gender. 

Whitman also played up the 
$165 million high-tech package 
she announced during her State of 
the State address and the 
cyberdistricts initiative that came 
out of it. The initiative proposes 
creating a fund to provide plan- 
ning grants to cities that want to 
set up their own cyberdistricts 
which will bring job opportunities 
to urban areas and support local 
busine: in those areas. 

Whitman praised City News 
Marketing Group and its owners, 
Dr. Henry and Jan Johnson, for 
creating and producing the 
BizTech Expo 2000. 

“By enabling urban business 
people to make connections and 
catch up on the latest technology 
trends, you are providing the 
means by which our economy can 
continue to grow in the coming 
years,” she said. “Our cities were 
an essential part of the 19th cen- 
tury industrial revolution. I 
believe that cyberdistricts can help 
them become integral to the tech- 

cal revolution of the 21st 


‘ech Expo 2000 was creat- 
ed by ‘the City Marketa Group, a 
division of the City jews 
Publishing Company, to empha- 
size that point. Its purpose is to 
help small and minority business 
owners — especially those located 
in the Newark metropolitan area 
— learn about corporate supplier, 
airport supplier, and construction 
industry opportunities and meet 
corporate purchasing contracts. 
‘The expo represents the evolu- 
tion of the First Annual Business 
Expo, which took place last year at 
the Marriott. Moving into the 
future and recognizing that tech- 
nology is a major force for growing 
business, City News and the spon- 
e event decided to stage 
Expo 2000 Where the 
Future Begins.” 
The list of the sponsors of this 
year’s event include: Schering- 
Plough, GPU, PSE&G, Horizon 
Mercy, the Port Authority of NY & 
NJ, Office of Business & Job 
Opportunities, Bell Atlantic, 
Prudential, Dun & Bradstreet, 
AT&T, the Board of Public 
Utilities, BAA Newark, 
AlphaResources, 
Newark Business Development 
Consortium, the NJ Economic 
Development Authority, NJ 
Transit, Host Marriott Services, 


FM, WLIB 1190 A.M., 
Newark Airport Marriott Hotel. 
Last year five cities were pre- 
sented with Inner City Awards, 
this year five corporations and five 
businesses were chosen. The cor- 
porations are: PSE&G, Schering- 
Plough, Prudential, the Port 
Authority of NY & NJ Office of 
Business-and Job Opportunity, NJ 
Transit, and Bell Atlantic. The 
businesses are: Serge Clebert, 
LaSirena Furniture, Elizabeth; 
Gary Nye, Nye Tech, Inc., Jersey 
City; Felicia Guobadia, Makeda’s 
Restaurant, N. Brunswick; Talib 
Abdul-Aziz, International House 
of Pancakes; and Tracy Syphax, 
Capital City Contracting, Trenton’ 


MARCH 22 


NEW BRUNSWICK — St. Peters Uni- 
versity Hospital hosts a support group 
for parents of children in the Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit in the teaching 
room of the Intensive Care Nursery. 
every Wednesdayn from March 22 to 
April 12 trom 7-8:30 p.m. Call (732) 
745-8600, ext, 8820 for more informa- 
tion 


MARCH 23 


NEW BRUNSWICK — St. Peters Uni- 
versity Hospital will host a support 
group for those needing help to stop 
smoking every Thursday from March 
23 to April 13 from 5.30 to 6:30 p.m. in 
the hospital's medical office building 


MARCH 27 
NEW BRUNSWICK — St. Peter's Uni- 


versity Hospital hosts a prostate can- 
cer support group from 7 to 9 p.m. 


Committee approves 
Cohen health care bill 


TRENTON — The Assem- 
bly Health Committee recently 
approved legislation sponsored 
by Assembly Deputy Minority 
Leader Neil M. Cohen that 
would require state approval of 
a sale or transfer of a non-prof- 
it hospital’s assets when con- 
verting to a for-profit entity. 

The measure (A-1439) 
entitled the “Community 
Health Care Assets Protection 
Act” — would address issues 
that arose during the aborted 
attempt by Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield of New Jersey to 
become a for-profit company. It 
also would help protect taxpay- 
ers’ investments in New Jersey 
hospitals that are targeted for 
takeover by large, national, 
for-profit 
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Heart Hospital in Newark performs 200th heart transplant 


NEWARK — It was just 11 
days after receiving a new heart 
that Rose Johnson-Smith, a resi- 
dent of Bloomfield, left the Heart 
Hospital of New Jersey at 
Newark Beth Israel Medical 
Center, marking the hospital’s 
200th heart transplant and its 
first for the new millennium. 
Nearly three years after she was 
diagnosed with congestive heart 
failure, Johnson-Smith, under- 
went the four-hour transplant 
on Jan. 24th, receiving the heart 
of a 38-year-old New Jersey 


man. 

“I feel like a new person. It’s 
amazing to me how this all came 
together,” beamed the 62-year 
old Johnson-Smith, mother of 
three, grandmother of nine and 
great grandmother of seven. “If 
you told me six months ago that 
I would get a new heart, and be 
able to get out of bed and walk 
across the room without extreme 
pain and difficulty, I wouldn’t 
have believed it. It really is a 
miracle.” 

For the Heart Hospital of 
New Jersey, one of only two 
facilities in the state certified to 
perform heart transplants, 
Johnson-Smith represents a sig- 
nificant milestone. Started 10 
years ago by Mark Zucker, M.D. 
of Chicago, and Lazlo Fuzesi, 
M.D. of New York, the heart 
transplant program comple- 
ments the Heart Hospital's com- 
prehensive heart failure man- 
agement program, led by Hillel 
Ribner, M.D., director of cardiol- 
ogy. In 1996, Newark Beth 
Israel Medical Center was 
acquired by the Saint Barnabas 
Health Care System, a move 
which added significant depth to 
the program. Today, two trans- 
plant surgeons, three cardiolo- 
gists, five full-time nurses, a 


The bill would develop uni- 
form standards and establish a 
charitable trust to be used for 
health care purposes. The con- 
version process would be over- 
seen by the state Attorney 
General. 

“The always-changing 
health care market conditions 
create a need for equal regula- 
tory treatment and competi- 
tive equality for health care 
providers,” said Cohen (D- 
Union). “But we need to ensure 
that New Jersey taxpayers 
don’t get the short end of the 
stick.” 

The measure would require 
a non-profit hospital to notify 


, social worker, 
nutritionist, ‘physical therapist, 
financial advisor and adminis- 
trative staff comprise the car- 
diac transplant team that has 
treated Johnson-Smith and oth- 
ers. 

Rose’s Story 

Before her heart trouble, 
Johnson-Smith worked for 32 


Heart recipient, Rose Johnson Smith and Mark Zucker M.D. 


years as an LPN, most recently 
for the Essex County Hospital 
Center in Cedar Grove. She 
never drove a car, instead pre- 
ferring to walk to nearby shop- 
ping and other locations. 
Because of her active lifestyle, 
she considered herself in good 
health. It was when Johnson. 
Smith noticed a prolonged slow. 


down and shortness of breath as | 


she wheeled her grocery cart 
home one morning after shop- 


ping that she sought medical | 


undergoing several 
tests and exams, Rose was diag- 
nosed with congestive heart fail- 
ure and treated for a short time 
with medication. Surgery was 
not an option because a cardiac 
catheterization 


Irvington General Hospital to conduct 
program on the American Diabetes alert 


IRVINGTON — Irvington 
General Hospital will be con- 
ducting a special program as 
part of the American Diabetes 
Alert 


the Attorney General within 
90 days of its to 
change to a for-profit entity. 

Under the measure, the 
Attorney General would be 
required to hold at least one 
public hearing and notify the 
non-profit corporation in writ- 
ing of his or her decision to 
approve or disapprove the pro- 
posed transaction. County hos- 
pitals would be exempt from 
the provisions of the bill. 

“More and more non-profit 
hospitals in the state are being 
merged with corporate health 
care providers,” said Cohen. 
“This measure would ensure 
that any proceeds from such 
acquisitions would benefit the 
community in terms of charita- 
ble health care purposes, 
instead of lining corporate ‘big- 
wig’ pockets.” 

If deemed necessary, the 
for-profit entity which 


+ acquires a non-profit hospital 


is responsible to hire an inde- 
pendent health care access 
monitor to observe and report 
quarterly to the Attorney Gen- 


» eral on the available communi- 


ty health care access, includ- 
ing levels of uncompensated 
care provided to indigent per- 
sons. 

“This provision would guar- 
antee a transaction won't 
result in the deterioration of 
the quality, availability, or 
accessibility of health care in 
the affected community,” said 

ohen. 

The issue was brought into 
light after Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield of New Jersey — a non- 
profit entity which benefitted 
substantially from special tax 
and competitive concessions — 
attempted to take its $1 billion 
in assets and change to a for- 


+- profit mutual insurance corpo- 


ration. 

“The success of Blue Cross 
has been largely due to its non- 
profit status which qualified 
them for many state incen- 
tives, such as tax exemption,” 
said Cohen “As it attempted 
the merger, Blue Cross didn’t 
even offer a token refund to 
the state for the decades of 
taxpayer assistance the com- 
pany enjoyed.” 

Cohen’s bill would not, 


however, affect any future 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield merger 
attempts 


with the pete AAN Diabetes 
Association on March 24, from 9 
a.m. to 12 noon. Following a glu- 
cose screening from 9 to 10:30 a. 
m., there will be a nutrition pre- 
sentation and cooking demon- 
stration. Diabetes Risk Tests 
also willbe distributed, and light 
refreshments will be served. 
This public service effort is 
part of a nationwide campaign to 
reduce the 5.4 million people liv- 
ing with undiagnosed diabetes. 
Diabetes is a serious disease that 
affects the way your body uses 
food. If left untreated, it can 
slowly destroy the blood vessels 
and the nerves without warning. 
Seventy-five percent of people 
with diabetes have no symptoms. 
Although there is no cure for dia- 
betes, people can live well if it is 
diagnosed early and properly 
treated. Lifestyle changes can 
reduce your risk for getting dia- 
betes. Several studies show dia- 
betes is strongly linked to family 
history, increasing age, lack of 
exercise, and being overweight. 


Although you can’t change your 
family or stop growing old, you 
can make sure you exercise regu- 
larly, eat a diet low in fat and 
high in fruits and vegetables, 
and keep your weight under con- 
trol. 

The free Blood-Glucose 
Screening Program will take 
place at Irvington General Hos- 
pital on March 24 from 9 to 10:30 
a.m. in Classroom B. Please do 
not take food of drink — except 
water — at least 8 hours before 
the test. For more information, 
call (973) 399-6260. 


Program for caregivers gives advice 
about home care at St. Peter’s Hospital 


NEW BRUNSWICK,— The 
challenges and lifestyle adjust- 
ments that face the caregiver of 
an elderly loved one can be just 
as great as those faced by the 
parents of a newborn. 

Many of these challenges 
may not be anticipated, and 
could place an unnecessary emo- 
tional burden on the primary 
caregiver, other family members 
and the one being given the care. 

To better prepare the care- 
givers for these 
adjustments, 
Saint Peter's 
University Hos- 
pital will offer a 
five week pro- 
gram on Taking 
Care of Your 
Elderly Loved Ones at Home 
beginning April 11. The course 
will be held in the hospital's Sis- 
ter Marie de Pazzi Conference 
Center, 254 Easton Avenue, New 
Brunswick, on five consecutive 
Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. 

The course is designed to pro- 
vide practical advice and emo- 
tional support to the caregivers, 
and will cover topics such as 


chronic illness in the aged; the 
psychological aspects of aging; 
what community resources are 
available; and financial and legal 
issues. 

This is a very important and 
practical course for those faced 
with caring for an elderly parent 
or other loved one and for those 
already providing care,” said Ali- 
cia Felicia, R.N., of Saint Peter's 
Education and Development 
Dept. “It will not only address a 

number of prob- 
lem areas and 


|some perspec- 
tive and under- 
standing of the 
elderly persons 
feelings about now having to be 
cared for- a difficult adjustment 
for them to make, as well.” 

The fee for the course is $30 
and covers the registration of 
two family members, all class 
materials and light refresh- 
mee For more information or 

to register for the course, call 
(732) 745-8600 extension 8421 


heart was too damaged, posing 
too much of a risk, according to 
Trevor Atherley, M.D., Rose’s 
referring cardiologist and direc- 
tor of the Medical Cardiac 
Telemetry Unit. 

At that point, Johnson-Smith 
was referred for transplant eval- 
uation She underwent extensive 
sereening and counseling, and 
was subsequently placed on the 
transplant list. Then, in the 
early hours of the morning on 
Jan, 24th, she received a call 
from transplant cardiologist 
Luis Arroyo, M.D., that her pro- 
cedure would take place later 
that day. 

“I remember being very mat- 
ter of fact about what was hap- 
pening to me in just a few hours. 


revealed her Maybe it was my way of remain- 


Photo courtesy of Newark Beth Israel 


ing calm,” she recalled.”Natural- 
ly, my family was very excited 


about the good news.” 
That afternoon, Thomas 
Prendergast, M.D. performed 


the heart transplant without 
complications. An 11-day hospi- 
tal stay followed, providing 
Johnson-Smith much needed 
time for recovery and reflection 

“In the days leading up to my 
operation, I focused on trying to 
feel better physically, to main- 
tain my strength and prepare for 
the transplant. And while they 
(cardiac transplant team) are 
very thorough in the screening 
and counseling beforehand, it’s 
difficult to imagine the magni- 
tude of what’s happening. It’s 
just now setting in with me 
about how special a heart trans- 


plant is and how blessed I am.” 

“I want so much to give back, 
to do something to say thank you 
for all the excellent care and 
attention I’ve gotten. You just 
don’t receive a gift like this and 
then do nothing; go on your way 
like you haven't been affected. I 
feel like there's a purpose for me 
here. I've been told that the best 
thing I can do is to take good 
care of myself. Frankly, that’s 
the least I can do,” she said. 

What The Future Holds 

In Dr. Zucker’s estimation, 
advancements in heart trans- 
plantation will continue at a 
steady pace. However, the bigger 
challenge remains education for 
the purposes of increasing organ 
donation. 

“The public’s view of heart 
transplantation as a proven pro- 
cedure and accepted practice, a 
‘cure’ if you will for heart dis- 
ease, is not as widespread as we 
would have hoped,” said Dr. 
Zucker, Director of Cardiotho- 
racic Transplantation. “With 
each passing year, there’s signif- 
icant progress made that just 
isn’t recognized by the main- 
stream population.” 
ide from advancements in 
surgical techniques, today’s 
medications, primarily those we 
refer to as ‘anti-rejection’ drugs, 
are much more effective than 
they were 10 years ago; than 
even just three years ago. In 
fact, those coming to trial in the 
next five to seven years are said 
to be significantly less harmful 
to the immune system than pre- 
sent medications,” he continued. 

Dr. Zucker added that heart 
transplantation will also be 
affected by advancements in 
artificial devices such as the 
axial flow pump and the artifi- 
cial heart. Even animal-to- 
human transplants will come to 


fruition over the next few 
decades, he said. 
For now though, Johnson- 


Smith will continue her weekly 
visits back to the Heart Hospital 
for routine biopsies and other 
testing. Eventually, the visits 
will be biweekly, then monthly 
and eventually bi-monthly. 
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Various Artists Romeo 
Must Die Soundtrack (Black- 
ground Entertainment/Virgin 


Records) 


For those who have been 
longing for music from Aaliyah 
and her usual camp of friends 
Timbaland and Magoo, Gin- 
uwine, and Playa), this sound- 
track satisfies your hunger and 
quenches your thirst. In addi- 
tion, Aaliyah brings some famil- 
iar and new artists into her 
inner circle for this album. 

With the music focused on 
her movie, Aaliyah has three out 
of four good songs on the inspira- 
tional track, “Try Again,” the 
melodic “Come Back in One 
e” with DMX, and “I Don’t 
”, the slow track from 
another soundtrack, “Romeo 
Must Die.” 

Following her lead is Joe 
with “Rose in a Concrete World,” 
De: stiny’s Child’s “Perfect,” Gin- 
uwine’s imply Irresistible,” 
and “This is a Test,” by Chante 
Moore. 

The album also takes a more 
gritty turn with BG from Ca$h 
Money on, “Rolin Raw” an 
Mack 10’ 


ugz. 
eal m album is a solid 
choice highlighted with the 
tracks from Aaliyah and Timba- 
land in almost two years. How- 
ever, the material stays within 
the traditional boundaries of 
women singing about commit- 
ment and the men rapping or 
singiig- about ` promiscuity, 
which does not necessarily pre- 
sent anything new or fresh from 


menaa a 
rant bosar th Tie ast 
adamas Lins 
Various Arists Freedom 
Song (Sony Music) 


Filled with the Negro spiri- 
tuals that inspired more than 
s of reaching 


the “promised land”, that place 
where blacks were not continu- 
ally oppressed and second class 
citizens. 


Produced by James Horner 
with words and music by Carole 
King, “Freedom Song” provides a 
nice blend of soothing melodies 
that are spread throughout the 
project. 

With vocals by Sweet Honey 
in the Rock, a soothing selection 
is found in “Welcome to 

S.N.C.C.,” and “Making Progress 
is Rough...and Slow,” whic! 
have songs whose roots are qui- 
etly linked to African tribal 
chants. 

Then there are the tradition- 
al selections, entitled “This Lit- 
tle Light of Mine,” and “I’m On 
My Way To Freedom Land.” 

In between the songs is a 
narration, like “Hungry For 

irage, he Movement 
Grows,” by one of the actors in 
the movie, guiding you through 
the album. 

The overall tone is that of 
sorrow, triumph, hope, and 
inspiration. Most of what is com- 
municated is through choruses 
without words, and sound bites 
from the movie, which was a 
television movie on TNT. 


Send your enter- 
tainment news and | 
events to: 
City News 
111 Mulberry St. 
Suite 1F 
Newark, NJ 07102 


By Robert Williams 

Its a great thing when a 
music artist touches the hearts of 
their audiences and fans with 
their work. 

It’s even greater when the 
music inspire fans to return the 
love. 

For Jose Loo, who sings lead 
with the contemporary and inno- 
vative jazz group, Line Drive, it’s 
one of the best compliments to 
the group and its sound. 

“The best compliment I ever 
received from one of my songs, 
was during a break at one of our 
concerts...a woman came up to 
me and looked piercingly into my 
eyes and started thanking me. It 
seemed in a very heartfelt man- 
ner, for playing “That Is Why,” 
said Loo. “She said it touched her 
soul in a very deep and spiritual 
way. It was an incredible 
moment for me.” 

Moments like these make it 
all worthwhile for the band, who 
hail from the Jersey Shore. 

walked away thinking that 
this is why I play music. I am ful- 
filling my purpose as an artist,” 
said Loo. 

It was that purpose that 
helped create the group, which 
began over twenty years ago. 

Drummer Gary Dates, Chris 
Plunket, who plays bass (and the 
baseball fan who came up with 


the group's 
Line 


name), and. gui- 
tarist Tim Boyce 
came up with the 
idea of being an 
instrumental 
fusion band, 
inspired by the 
member's frus- 
tration with 
being sidemen in 
bands that did 
not meet their 
music standards. 
However, their 
success did not 
come 
lenged 
comtemporary pop music of 
patriotic rock songs and bandan- 
nas 

“Within a year, we were 
packing bars and were thrilled 
Mind you, this was in the heart 
of ‘Springsteen’ country, so the 
idea of a progressive, instrumen- 


Contenders” 
m 


The cover of Line Drive’s first 
album, “We Could'a Been 


Line Drive 


tal fusion band was pretty extra- 
ordinary in a world dominated by 
the “Asbury Park” sound,” Dates 
said 

Eventually the group added 
members saxophonist Riek 
Brunermer and keyboardist 
Chris McKevitt. But even with 
these additions, they still needed 
one more element: a singer 

“Af 


Drive 


Somette 


crams. 
agreed we 
would only add a 
singer that was 
up to our stan- 
dards musically 
and who could fit 
in with ‘Our 
“style,” se | Fi 


the time 
funky/jazzyifusiony.” Dates d 
Tt was not long before tl 
foulid thelr front many book ike 
through the grapevine about t 
opening and auditioned, makin| 


it an easy choice as to who the 


band was going to select. 
“After auditioning tons of 


‘Harry Belafonte 
to perform at 
John Harms 


Harry Belafonte 


Legendary singer Harry 
Belafonte will return to the 
John Harms Center for the Arts 
for a performance on Sunday, 
April 16 beginning at 8 p.m 

Belafonte, known throughout 
his 50-year career as a concert 
singer, recording artist, actor, 
and producer, will provide a mix 
of his old and new songs, includ- 
ing “Banana Boat,” “Island in the 
Sun,” “Matilda,” and “Jump in 
the Line.” 

For more information, tele- 
phone (201) 567-5797. 


Johnny Mathis 


Johany Mathis 
to perform at thẹ 
State Theatre 


Renowned singer Johnny 
Mathis will perform Saturday at 
the State Theatre in New 
Brunswick as the star of the the- 
atre;s Twelfth Benefit Gala, 
scheduled to start at 7 p.m. 
Mathis will sing some of the 
classics that earned him over 60 
gold and platinum album awards 
worldwide. Songs he is best 
known for include 
Are,” “Misty,” “Wonderful! Won- 


derfult,” and “The Twelfth of 


ever. 
For more information, teleg 
phone (732) 246-7469. 


Herbie Hancock | 
to perform at 
Blue Note in 

New York 


Herbie Hancock 


Jazz great Herbie Hancock 
is scheduled to perform Mar. 21- 
26 at 9 p.m, and 11:30 p.m. at the 
Blue Note on 131 West 3rd 
Street in New York. 

Hancock will perform with 
Eddie Henderson, Ele Gegib- 
ri, Ira Coleman, Terri Lyne 
Carrington and Cyro Bap- 
ae 

‘or more information, tele- 
pains (212) 475-8592. 


“Chances | 


people, we were just about ready 
to can the whole idea, and in 
walks this kid with holes in his 
jeans and a car that spewed 


black smoke, and blew us all 
awayl,” said Dates of the day he 
met Loo. 


It was much later that the 
band added another singer, 
Kathy Washington to complete 


High standards help Line Drive bring it home for fans 


its sound. 

“She was a bit shy at 
first...we didn’t know if she could 
hang. I know 
potential, and the audience 
always seemed to dig her sincer- 
ity on stage.” 

The band released its first 
album, “We Could’a Been Con- 
tenders,” in 1994, and followed 


I saw a lot of 


up with, “You've Gotta Believe In 
Something,” in 1997, both which 
have a blended flavor of soul, 
funk, jazz, and Latin music 

‘And as with most sophomore 
albums, Dates found the second 
album to be a stronger follow-up 
to the first. 

“It has a more cohesive direc- 
tion, and carries a clearer mes- 
sage of hope and healing that has 
an encompassing message,” 
Dates said. 

It was the warm response the 
group received that eventually 
had them performing in every 
part of New y, opening up 
such acts like the Special 
, and the 
late Grover Washington Jr., who 
they opened up for at the Count 
Basie Theatre. 

“Grover Washington was a 
true spirit of grace and humility 
He was very encouraging to us, 
and an inspiration to an entire 
generation of musicians,” Dates 
sai 

Along with Washington, the 

band counts various jazz artists 

Earth, Wind, Fire, Donny 
Hathaway, The Beatles, Stevie 
Wonder, and many others as 
influences on their music. 

For more information on Line 
Drive, visit their site at 
www.golinedrive.com. 


ROO p.m. Awards, Ceremony. 
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Billboar 


MARCH 24 


The State Theatre presents “Turan- 
dot” by the Teatro Lirico d'Europa at 8 
p.m. Call (732) 246-7469 for more 
information. 


MARCH 24-26 


NJPAC hosts Urban Bush Women 
and National Song and Dance Com- 
pany of Mozambique at the Victoria 
Theatre For ticket information, call 
(888) GO-NJPAC 


THROUGH MARCH 26 


The New Jersey Theatre Group pre- 
sents “The Fantasticks.” Call (973) 
593-0189 for ticket information 


MARCH 29 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The State The- 
ater presents “Swan Lake on Ice!” 
with the St. Petersburg State Ice Bal- 
let at 8 p.m. Call (732) 246-7469 tor 
more information. 


MARCH 30-APRIL 22 


The New Jersey Theatre Group pre- 
sents the world premiere of “The 
Appointment.” For ticket information, 
call (973) 593-0189. 


MARCH 30 & 31 


NJPAC presents Philip Glass, trend- 
Setting master of contemporary music, 
at 7:30 p.m. For tickets, call (888) 
GO-NJPAC. 


MARCH 31 


The Schomburg Center for Research 
in Black Culture presents The Nation 
Black Writers Conference. For more 
information, call (212) 348-1681 


APRIL 1 


NEW YORK — NJPAC hosts Irish 
pop star Mary Black. Call (888) GO- 
NJPAC for ticket information 


APRIL 7 


NJPAC hosts the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra at 8 p.m. Cali (888) GO- 
NJPAC for ticket information. 


APRIL 8 


NEWARK —The African Grove Insti- 
tute for the Arts hosts a benefit perfor- 
mance of the play “Jitney,” by August 

Wilson. Call (973) 412-1907 tor show 
times. 


For 

the 
Bookshelves 
of African 
Americans 


$ 
MARCUS MAJOR 


> Marcus Major Good Peo- 
ples (Dutton/Penguin Publish- 
ing) 


This dynamic story is a look 
at the other side of the love 
game; the thin line males must 
cross when making a commit- 


ent. 

Set in Philadelphia, “Good 
Peoples” explores the uncommon 
male, the one that has found the 
one and has no fear of express- 


ing his emotions. 


Adding to that, we find the 
new woman, the professed 
female of the nineties, making 
her way into the new millénni- 
um. 

Myles Moore is having a “dry 
spell” with women, and is doing 
nothing but hanging with his 
friends and being laid back. Not 
helping is his friend Amir, a 
married but still creepin’ broth- 
er, and best friend Carlos, who is 
keeping his options open for the 
meantime. Moore's friends bug 
him about his “lofty female stan- 
dards,” and good-timing brings 
him a beautiful hope. 

His friends and one of their 
wives hook Moore up with 
Marisa Marrero, a Latina 
lawyer who has her own talk 
show. The two hit it off instant- 
ly, but Moore finds himself free- 
flowing with his emotions, which 
chases Marrero away. He fol- 
lows in hope of showing her one 
thing: they were made for each 
other. 


Astronauts find new forces to reckon with in sci-fi flick “Mission to Mars” 


By Matt Crenson 


NEW YORK (AP) — If the 
space program had kept to the 
ambitious pace of the Apollo 
years, astronauts would almost 
certainly be to Mars by now, 
treading lightly on the brick- 
red soil and beaming home pic- 
tures from the final frontier 

But alas. For the time 
being, we'll have to settle for 
“Mission to Mars,” which is to 
“2001: A Space Odyssey,” what 
today’s humdrum space shuttle 
missions are to the heroic moon 
shots of yore. 

It is 2020. Gary Sinise plays 

im McConnell, a grizzle 
NASA veteran who loses his 
place in the mission rotation 
when his wife and crew partner 
— played in flashbacks by Kim 
Delaney of “NYPD Blue” 
dies of some horrible and 
unspecified disease. McConnell 
stands by gallantly as his best 
buddies embark on humanity’s 
first mission to Mars. 

Sure enough, something 
goes horribly wrong out there. 
With nothing but ‘a fuzzy trans- 
mission from the accident’s 
sole 


survivor to go on, 
McConnell and three crew- 
mates volunteer for a daring 


rescue mission. Accompanying 
our damaged hero are mission 
specialist Phil Ohlmyer (Jerry 
O'Connell), and yet another 
husband-and-wife team com- 
posed of Woody Blake (Tim 
Robbins) and Terri Fisher 
(Connie Nielsen). 

Apparently in the future, 


Whoopi looks at clip of 


SANTA BARBARA, Calif 
(AP) Entertainer Whoopi 
Goldberg watched a clip of her 
Oscar-nominated performance 
in “The Color Purple” and shook 
her head. 

“I will never be that good 
again. Everything was brand 
new,” Goldberg said Thursday 
during 15th annual Santa Bar- 
bara International Film Festival 
ceremonies honoring the actress. 

Wearing a long, white caf- 
tan, red-tinted gle and her 
signature dreadlocks, Goldberg 
laughed so hard she cried during 
an interview that included a 
montage of clips from her films 
Begs “Clara’s Heart,” 

Sarafina,” “Star Trek: Genera- 
tions” and “The Color Purple.” 

Asked what she was think- 
ing while watching a 5-minute 
clip of the 1985 movie “The Color 
Purple,” she said, “Just how 
young I was then. I'm looking at 
a baby. 

Goldberg said it was great to 
re-experience moments from her 
older films. 

“I do forget,” she said. 

She added later that it’s dif- 
ficult to watch her films objec- 
tively: “Its hard to watch my 
movies straight through because 
Tm thinking, ‘Geez, I had my 
period that da: 


From left, Gary Sinise, Kim Del 
future in the feautre fil “Mission 


charting the final frontier willl 
be a family busines 
Not to give it all away, buf 
plot embarrassingl 
2001.” Mysto 


= 


is 


Puis to Pa Rane of exl 
tence. 
But 
Strauss 
A ustiag 
Mars” 
the Night Ree ” Where 2001" 
had spare, utilitarian dialogue, 
“Mission to Mars” has stilted 
chatter that grates all the more 
when delivered by such accom= 
plished performers as Sinise, 


where “2001” ha 
“Thus Spale 


y, and Don Cheadle look on in wonder in their roles as astronauts who travel to the planet Mars in the near, 


Mars. 


“Thanks for saving my life, 
buddy,” Cheadle says gamely 
after all is resolved 


“It was a privilege,” Sinise 
replies. 
Just try not to listen, 


because the one place where 
“Mission to Mars” approaches 
its predecessor’s greatness 
makes the whole thing worth- 
while. There are majestic views 
of tiny astronauts floating in 
space above the rusty martian 


surface, and terrifying dust 
storms whipping across a for- 
bidding desert landscape. 


Director Brian DePalma’s long, 
twisting shots evoke the 


‘Color Purple,’ says ‘I'll never be that good again’ 


Robbins and Don Cheadle, who 
plays the lone survivor of the 
ill-fated first mission 


weightlessness and disorienta- 
tion of space flight so effective- 
ly that they almost provoke 


Whoopi Goldberg 


File photo 


Actress Halle Berry accused in hit-and-run accident 


File photo 
Halle Berry 


Muhammad Ali takes 
jovial jab at Will Smith 


LAS VEGAS (AP) 
Muhammad Ali took a friendly 
poke at Will Smith, who is play- 
ing the former boxer in a film. 

Ali joined stars, producers, 
directors and studio executives 
at a luncheon for theater owners 
highlighting Sony Pictures’ 
upcoming movies 

Ali, whose Parkinson’s Dis- 
ease impairs his speech, slows 
his walk and causes his hands to 
tremble, told the crowd that 
“some guy named Will Smith,” 
will have tough shoes to fill. 

“He's supposed to be playing 
me,” Ali said. “It’s impossible.” 

Smith will star in “Ali,” a 
biographical film that will cover 

e boxer’s early career as Cas- 
sius Clay and his later years as 
Ali. 


LOS ANGELES CA 
(NNPA) — Actress Halle Berry 
fled the scene of an auto acci- 
dent in which she and the 
other driver were both injured, 
the Los Angeles County Sher- 
iffs Department and Tuesday, 
adding that prosecutors would 
decide whether or not to bring 
criminal. 

The sheriffs office filed a 
criminal complaint alleging 
that Berry, 33, star of the film 
“Bulworth,” was behind the 
wheel of a rented car that ran a 
red light Feb. 23 causing a col- 
lision on Sunset Boulevard in 


West Hollywood, a left the 
scene of the accident 
Department spokesman 


Sgt. Ronald Fernstorm said it 
would be up to prosecutors to 
decide whether to bring formal 
charges against the actress 
Fernstorm said there was no 
evidence that neither alcohol 
nor drugs were involved. 

The driver of the other car 


Photo by Don Hunstein 
Muhammad Ali 


a woman, was treated for a bro- 
ken wrist at a local hospital, 
while Berry sought her own 
medical treatment for a gash to 
her forehead, the department 
said 

“A spokesman for Berry 
declined to comment on the 
allegations, referring only to a 
statement that the actress and 
her representatives “have not 
been shown any of the inves- 
tigative reports.” 

erry’s spokesman added 

that Berry’s cut to the forehead 
required 15 to 20 stitches. 

The statement issued on 
behalf of Berry said is “taking 
this situation very seriously. 
She is particularly concerned 
by reports that she might not 
have been the only person 
injured in the accident. If any- 
one else was hurt in the acci- 
dent, she is deeply sorry and 
hopes they make a speedy and 
full recovery.” 


d 
File photo 
Will Smith 


nausea. Every scene has a 
stunning visual beauty that 
gets the heart beating faster 
and conjures up the rare thrill 
of venturing into the unknown. 
Most of the Mars scenes 
were filmed on a 55-acre out- 
door set in the Fraser sand 
dunes near Vancouver, British 
Columbia, which stunningly 
recreates the landscapes that 
NASA’s Mars probes have seen. 
Others were shot in the Jor- 
danian desert. 
ord is that NASA was 
very helpful in the project, and 
no wonder —it is practically an 
advertisement for human space 
travel. But in a way, “Mission 


Photo courtesy of Touchstone Pictures 


to Mars” does a disservice to 
space exploration by giving us 
the impression that it is all 
about us. 

It isn’t. There are no canals 
on Mars, no mysterious face 
peering out at us from the 
planet’s surface, probably no 
living organisms and certainly 
none bigger than a bacterium. 
There is nothing for us there 
but a barren, dead planet wait- 
ing to be explored. 

Isn’t that enough? 

The film was produced by 
Tom Jacobson and released by 
Touchstone Pictures. 


Yolanda Young, NNPA columnist, 
gets six-figure book deal 


WASHINGTON D.C. 
(NNPA) — National Newspaper 
Publishers’ Association colum- 
nist, Yolanda Young, has just 
received a six-figure book deal 
for the publishing rights of her 
family memoir entitled, “On Our 
Way to Beautiful.” 

The signing advance given to 
Young, a first time author, by 
Random House is a validation of 
her lyrical prose and poignancy 
of her true story. It is also an 
indication of the faith the liter- 
ary industry has in the credibil 
ty and marketability of Young, 
since the typical advance award- 

is usually only five to ten 
thousand dollars. 

“On Our Way to Beautiful” — 
which is being compared to Maya 
Angelou’s poetically rendered “I 
Know Why The Caged Bird 
Sings” — recounts Young’s expe- 
rience growing up in Shreveport, 
Louisiana. It speaks of a turbu- 
lent childhood and the joys of 
growing up in a family dominat- 
ed by strong, protective men and 
compassionate god-fearing 
women. It describes the torment 
of witness the shooting of. her 
mother by her father, but also 
reveals the comfort and love of 
her large southern family, and 
nurturing security she found at 
St. Peter Baptist Church 

An attorney, lecturer, and 
nationally syndicated writer, 
Young is a weekly contributor to 
NNPA. Her column, which cov- 
ers subjects as divergent as 


I got a new life 
you wait and see 


Got those priorities straight 


won't be back to this place 


mistakes are made by many 
no more negative thoughts 
for I want to see the light 
of day on the outside again 


I got a new life 
want to be a good role model 


cause I got a new life 


I Got A New Life 


By Virginia Bryan 


I am building that foundation, and only me 
so when I go through that gate 


too much living to do — don’t want to ate 
the precious time I have on God’s Earth 
I got a new life — a brand new birth 


after this rap, for me, there won’t be any 


none of those actions which made me sleep on these cots 
I am doing things that are right 


our women are in need of the very best men 


no drugs, no booze from that additive bottle 
telling all those out there trying to be cool 
doing what's wrong only proves you are a fool 
stay straight, do good, I ask of you 

you'll go far and live large too 

these things I now know without strife 


Virginia Bryan, 50, is a South Carolina native who currently 
resides in Neptune. This Kean University alumni is a freelance 
writer who looks to Maya Angelou as her favorite writer and hopes 
“to become an inspirational writer, and continue being a good role 
model for my children as well as others. 


Photo courtesy of the National 
Newspaper Publishers of America 


Yolanda Young 


sports, culture, and politics, has 
inspired and entertained’ our 
readers. A substantial portion of 
her book advance, future earn- 
ings, and time, will go to chai 
ties and organizations dear to 
Young, including the National 
Black Child Development Insti- 
tute, The National Breast Can- 
cer Alliance, and The Howard 
University Sports Foundation. 
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Black History of the Oscars 


By Rob Williams 
Staff Writer 


He's the one man of a golden 
skin tone that white Hollywood 
respects. 

He yields a power that decides 
which actors and actresses get $20 
million or $20,000 for their next 
ilm. 


The man dictates who's the 
best thing in Hollywood, and the 
has-beens whose careers is fading 
with the sunlight of the Hollywood 
sunset. 

A dark-skinned man with this 
much power over white Hollywood? 
No, this is not a film itself. 

It’s the Oscar! 

The Man. The Boss. The Alpha. 
The Omega. 

But even with all this power, 
the golden-skinned caricature has 
knighted 71 best leading actors, 71 
best leading actresses, 71 best sup- 
porting actors, and 71 best support- 
ing actresses, only to be handed 
over six times to actors and actres 
es of his color. 

From mammies to maids, 
promiscuous to prominent, and 
oppressed to liberated, Hollywood 
has continually tapped into the tal- 
ent pool of black actors and actress- 
es to portray an array of challeng- 
ing roles. 

Not just challenging in terms of 
testing the boundaries of an actor’s 
or actress’ range, but some that 
caused them to sacrifice the dignity 
of their culture in order to expose 
white Hollywood to it 

jut yet, out of 71 years, 284 
awards, and over 1440 nominees, 
only six black actors and actresses 
have won awards, and less than 
205have been nominated. And only 
one time has an award been given 
between both leading actor and 
leading actress categories 

So why the dry spell? 

One white movie reviewer ren- 
dered an insightful observation. 
After watching “The Best Man” 
starring Taye Diggs and Nia Long, 
the reviewer thought the movie 
was excellent and had all praises 
for the film. However, he said 
because no wnite actors or actress- 
es were not in the “good movie” as 
he called, it would be hard to 
attract a white audience. 

And although it is just one 
man’s opinion, looking at all the 
black winners who have been 
awarded, you will notice that all 
were in movies with well-known 
white actors in them. Almost as if 
—‘it ain't white, it ain’t right.” 

But this year stands a test of 
time and evolution. With nomina- 
tions for Denzel Washington and 
Michael Clarke Duncan, do they 
stand a chance to be a lucky s 
enth black actor to win an Osca 

For Washington, his only real 
competition comes from Kevin 
Spacey, whose movie “American 
Beauty” still is receiving e 
reviews since its release. 
Comparing this with Washington, 
whose movie Hurricane has not 
seen much publicity since 
February, after its release in late 
December. 

But for Duncan, his chances are 
much more weak. He is up against 
British hearthrob Jude Law, 
Michael Caine, who gave one of his 
best performances in “Cider House 
Rules,” and fading heartthrob Tom 
Cruise, up for “Magnolia.” 

Whether the Oscar goes to 
Washington or Duncan, it still is a 
stark reminder of a long-lasting 
point: in order for black movies and 
actors to be respected, there must 
be an affiliation of some kind with 
a white actor or studio. And it is 
only when Hollywood moves away 
from this mentality, that the 
Oscars will reward a wider variety 
of true talent on its stage each 
March. 

Do you think that change will 
start in the new millennium? Stay 
tuned. 


Awards take 
place this 
Sunday, 8 

p-m. on ABC 


Diana Ross, Best Leading 


Morgan Freeman, nominat- 
Actress, Lady Sings the Blues ed twice, Best Leading 
(1974) Actor, Driving Miss Daisy 
(1989), Shawshank 


1996 Best Supporting Actor 


Cuba Gooding Jr. Jerry 
Maguire 

William H. Macy Fargo 
Armin Mueller-Stahl Shine 
Edward Norton Primal Fear 
James Wood Ghost of 
Mississippi 


1989 Best Supporting Actor 


Denzel Washington Glory 
Danny Aiello Do the Right 
Thing 

Dan Ackroyd Driving Miss 
Daisy 

Marlon Brando A Dry White 
Season 

Martin Landau Crimes and 
Misdemeanors 


1963 Best Leading Actor 
Sidney Poitier Lilies of the 
Albert Finney Tom Jones 


Rex Harrison Cleopatra 
Paul Newman Hud 


This year’s nominees 


For the best performance by an actor in a lea For the best performance by an actor in a supporting 
role role 


Russell Crowe in THE INSIDER (Buena Vista) 
Richard Famsworth in THE STRAIGHT STORY (Buena Vista 
Sean Penn in SWEET AND LOWDOWN (Sony Pictures Classics) 


Michael Caine in THE CIDER HOUSE RULES (Miramax 

Tom Cruise in MAGNOLIA (New Line) 
© Michael Clarke Duncan in THE GREEN MILE (Warner Bros.) 
Kevin Spacey in AMERICAN BEAUTY (DreamWorks) Jude Law in THE TALENTED MR. RIPLEY (Paramount & Miramax) 
Denzel Washington in THE HURRICANE (Uniyersal and M Haley Joel Osment in THE SIXTH SENSE (Buena Vista Pictures 
Beacon) | Diswibutiow/Spyylass Entertainment) 


Oprah Winfrey, Best Angela Bassett, Best 
porting Actress, The Leading Actress, What's Actress, Sounder (1972) 
Love Got To Do With It 


— 


Laurence Fishburne, 
Best Leading Actor, uy 
What's Love Got ToDo Color Purple (1985) 
With It (1993) (1993) 


Redemption (1994) 


1990 Best Supportin; 


Whoopi Goldberg Ghost 
Annette Bening Grifters 
Lorraine Bracco Goodfellas 
Diane Ladd Wild At Heart 
Mary McDonnell Dances 
With Wolves 


1982 Best Supporting Actor 


Louis Gossett Jr. An Officer 
and a Gentleman 

Charles Dunning The Best 
Little Whorehouse in Texas 
John Lithgow The World 
According to Garp 

James Mason The Verdict 
Robert Preston Victor/Victoria 


1939 Best Supporting Actress 


Hattie McDaniel Gone With 
The Wind 

Olivia DeHavilland Gone With 
The Wind 

Geraldine Fitzgerald 
Wuthering Heights 

Edna May Oliver Drums Along 
the Mohawk 

Maria Ouspenskaya Love 
Affair 


OTHER NOMINATIONS 


* Samuel L. Jackson, Best 
Supporting Actor, Pulp Fiction 
(1994) 


‘Dorothy Dandridge, Best Leading 
Actress, Carmen Jones (1954) 


* Alfre Woodard, Best Supporting 
Actress Cross Creek (1983) 


* Ethel Waters, Best Supporting 
Actress, Pinky (1949) 


Cicely Tyson, Best Leading Diahann Carroll, Best Leading Actress, Claudine (1974); James 
Earl Jones, Best Leading Actor, The Great White Hope (1970) 
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REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 


CONSTRUCTION MONITORING SERVICES 
AS NEEDED 2000-2001 


The Casino Reinvestment Development Authority 
(CRDA) is seeking qualifications from firms for con- 


tion services, as required by the CRDA in Atlantic City, 
NJ and possibly elsewhere. The GRDA may, from time 
to time, solicit specific proposals from firms whose 
qualifications are appropriate for specific projects. 
Neither the number nor the identity of the projects is 
known at this time. The projects are likely to be spo- 
radic. relatively small assignments, normally in Atlantic 
City, NJ. Similar services for major projects are likely 
to be bid by separate Requests for Proposals 


PLEASE NOTE the construction monitoring services 
required by CRDA are not to be confused with con- 
struction “management” services. The services 
required by CRDA are limited to monitoring of con 
struction projects, as typically needed by a construc- 
tion lender. Such services may include services such 
as but not limited to (1) attending meetings with pro- 
ject developers and contractors; (2) collection and 
review of contract documents, specifications, draw- 
ings, budgets, applicable laws, and other documenta- 
tion; (3) review of invoices and recommendation 

payments; (4) review of change orders: (5) auditing all 
stages of the construction project, and periodic reports 
on the status of the project, budget and schedule: (6) 

to monitor the 

quality of construction completed and to verify ihe pro- 
priety of all requests for payment; (7) final inspection 
of the project and issuance of an audit and final com- 
pletion report certifying that the work has been com- 


correctly, and that there are no known unresolved 
major construction disputes which would impact the 
CRDA's interest, and providing a project summary 
analysis of the actual costs compared to the projected 
costs, and fecommending release of any retainage 
held by the CRDA From time to time assignments 
may also inyolve (1) construction scheduling; (2) build- 
ing/site evaluation: (3) cost estimating, (4) value engi- 
neering. Í 

In selecting the most highly-qualified professional firm 
with which to contract for these services, the CRDA 
shall consider the following criteria 


1. The experience and qualifications of the firm and 


complexity in Atlantic City (or other municipality where 
the project is located) 

2. The experience and capability of the firm and des- 
ignated project team in respect to any special tech- 
nologies, techniques, or expertise the project may 
require; 

3. The past performance of the firm: 

Mt awarded a contract, your company/tirm will be 
required to comply with the requirements of PL. 1975, 
c. 127 (NJAC. 17:27) (Law Against Discrimination in 
Public Contracts). The contract shall be between the 
CRDA and the Consultant, and shall be acceptable in 
form and content to the CRDA 

Please send your qualifications to: 


Kenneth Reese, Project Development Officer 
Casino Reinvestment Development Authority 
1014 Atlantic Avenue 
‘Atlantic City, NJ 08401 
609-347-0500 

$163.18 


PISCATAWAY 
‘ONE BEDROOM 
from $795 
TWO BEDROOM 
TOWNHOUSE 
newly renovated" 


$1,175 


Pleasant View Gardens 
262 Carlton Ave 
DAILY 9:30am-5:30pm_ 


TEL: 732-968-6348 
FAX: (732) 988-8970 


Police Offic 


er Program 


‘The Clark Police Department is soliciting Police Officer 
candidates under the auspices of the 
Intergovernmental Transfer Program sponsored by the 
New Jersey Department of Personnel 

Interested candidates must have the following qualif- 
cations 


+ presently employed by a Law Enforcement agency 
ovaries Ey ye Deparinant ead 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 


ARCHITECTURAL 
AND ENGINEERING SERVICES 


The Housing Authority of the City of Orange is seeking 
a multi-disciplined architectural and engineering firm 
(WE) to provide professional services for the imple- 
mentation of work items included in the 1999 
Comprehensive Grant Program (CGP) as follows: 
ee (4 buksingn) Bnd NY as (A Ee) 
upgrade elevators, Budget Amount $400,000. 
Interested AVE firms are invited to contact Harold A 
Phipps, Executive Director. at (973) 677-4553 if there 
are any questions on construction intent 
Specifications can be obtained at the Administrative 
Office of the Housing Authority of the City of Orange, 
340 Thomas Boulevard, Orange, New Jersey during 
jular business hours or can be mailed by calling 
(973) 677-4553 
BD) conics o! rroponae rustic ated no 
later than 3 p.m. on April 10, 2000. 


Harold A. Phipps, MB.A 
Executive Director 


HOME OWNERSHIP PROGRAM 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) 


The New Brunswick Housing and Redevelopment 
‘Authority, (the "NBHA’) is soliciting proposals for 
qualified firms or individuals to create and implement 
a Home Ownership Program to work within the 
framework of the United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Development's (HUD) HOPE VI 
process. 


Further information about the NBHA, the scope of 
services, the proposal evaluation criteria and the 
proposed contract can be obtained from the NEHA 
at 18 Van Dyke Avenue, New Brunswick, New 
Jersey 08901 or by calling (732) 748-5156, Ask for 
the Instruction to Proposers-Home Ownership 
Program, Proposals submitted without due regard to 
the Instructions to Proposers will not be considered 
Proposals are due at the above address including an 
original and three copies not later than 3:00 p.m. on 
April 3, 2000. Envelopes containing the proposals 
should be clearly marked: HOME OWNERSHIP 
PROGRAM. 


Kevin Quince 
Executive Director 


$58.59 


NOTICE OF ADDENDUM 


SANITARY SEWER PROJECT ORMONT ROAD 
AND RIVER ROAD 
TOWNSHIP OF CHATHAM 
MORRIS COUNTY, NEW JERSEY 


ADDENDUM NỌ, 1 

March 17. 2000, 
Prospectiva Bidders and all concerned are hereby 
notified of Addendum No. 1 for the Sanitary Sewer 
Project - Ormont Road and River Road Areas in the 
Township of Chatham. This Addendum modifies the 
following 
1. Sanitary Sewer Project Ormont Road and River 
Road Areas - Contract Documents, Specifications are 
re-issued due to errors in reproduction. 
2. Modification to Section 00300, BID FORM 
3. Modification to Section 00485, BID DOCUMENT 
SUBMISSION CHECKLIST. 
4. Modification to Section 01010, SUMMARY OF 
WORK. 


$5156 


SUBSCRIBE 
TO 
CITY NEWS 
$39.00 per yr. 


WORKER 


Some exp. in salad & sandwich prep. Mon-Fri.. 6am: 
2pm. Salary & benefits to include paid vacations. holi- 
days. sick time, uniforms, free meals, medical insur- 
ance and 401K retirement plan. Apply in person at ASI 
Food Service, 190 Homestead Ave.. Avenel, NJ. See 
Ted Crystal for interview (732) 602-1500 for directions, 
EOE 


Drivers 
H 
15-31 Papetti Plaza 
Elizabeth 
Airborne Express, a leading air express service, cur- 


rently has several permanent part-time shitts at our 
Elizabeth location, 


* 5 openings - 3:30 - 8:30 am shift 
= 4:30 + 9:30am shift 

= 3:00 - 8:00pm shift 

= 8:00pm - 1:00am shift 

Qualified candidates will be energetic, motivated. 
quick-learners. You must be 21 of age and have a CDL 
(Class A, B or C). We offer health/dentalvision insur- 
ance, sick days and vacation, Pre-employment drug 
1d background check required, 


* three 
* hold valid PTC certification 
* reside in Union County 


erent eeeicalis shots are aoe” 
May 10, 


Chief Anton Danco 
315 Westfield Avenue 
Clark. NJ 07066 
For additional information on the Intergovernmental. 
‘Transfer Program, contact the New Jersey Department 
of Personnel at 609-633-7198. 


Clark is an Equal Opportunity Employer 


DVERTISE 


If you are unable to attend our Open House, please 
call (888) 535-JOBS, Equal Opportunity Employer. 


Airborne Express 
Overnight heroes. 


REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 


Housing Authority ofthe Township of Woodbridge 
Licensed or Duly Authorized Real Estate Appraiser 
Notice is hereby gWen that qualifications will be 
received by the Housing Authority of the Township of 
Woodbridge for the Appraiser's Service to evaluate 
WHA real assets. 


Request for Qualifications package including evalua- 
tion criteria may be @blained at the Administration 
Office located at 20 Binns Lane, Woodbridge, New 
Jersey, 07095 on weekdays between 9:00 AM and 
4:00 PM for a $75 non-refundable fee, payable by 
check or money order Oly 


Qualifications shall Be@ecepted until 11 AM on March 
28, 2000, and must Bf 


Donna F Brightman, Executive Director, 20 Bunns 
Lane, Woodbridge, NeWersey. 07085 


The services to be prayites are regarded as proles- 
sional services. As sugh the professional ability, size 
of the organization, proximity to the Housing Authority 
and other similar facto may be utilized in awarding 
the contracts involved firein 


The Housing Authority fhe Township of Woodbridge 
reserves the right to reel any or all submittals, or any 
part thereof, for any calle whatsoever, No submittals 
shall be deemed accepted or a contract awarded unt 
adoption of a resolution i that effect by the Board of 
Commissioners of the Housing Authority. Proposed 
policy is subject to pro-rala cancellation until approved 
by the US Departmeft of Housing and Urban 
Development. 

WHA is EOE and does nt discriminate on the basis of 
face, color, national origi. sex, religion, age, or dis- 
abled status in employment or procurement of ser 
vices. 


Donna F Brightman 
Executive Director 


$93.09 


Reasons 
to Advertise 


e Build name recognition 

° Build company image 

* Generate new customers 

* Promote your products/services 
e Increase your visibility 

° Start people talking 

* sales shined 


# 


* Build brand awareness 


CLASSIFIEDS 


FISCAL ANALYST 


‘SALARY $48,172.44 - $66,372.52 


is cin o a spe Sf oe, researches and deveops 
8, (be nolning laws, prepares statistical 
pec okee 


(got cats and he pts ezing 0 sh 
aan ply rece: Wega ol so Stes 
research big to statutory requirements, 

Frauen Mss fe 1o ap aoe colege or uiversty in 
Publ Adminstration, Educatonai mma, Business Atminstaten, 
Jeane hi, Rasse sen ae as a Cate 
Pubic Accountant the Masters dares, Four years ot 
prieskna ensue poe tpl nt accounting, 


An opport 


PLACE 
YOUR 


eLEGAL ADS 
BIDS 


PUBLIC 
NOTICES 


REQUESTS 
for 
PROPOSALS 


eMEETING 
SCHEDULES 


in our 


LEGAL 
SECTION 


CLASSIFIEDS 


etail Merchandiser 


Part-Time 


Parts of Middlesex/Ocean & 
Monmouth Counties 
exis with ce Poser & Gab 


he Cove 
ple ee-entering Haters Mor A em a xp ae 


* Independence & 


enc 31 2004 as a alr dosing awl ea 
ered poston nat 
PERSONNEL DIRECTOR 
New Sly Le ay oF Enucanon 
Rerenence# N-00-046-1 
PO Box 500. = W 08625-0500 


Editorial Assistant 


Newark, NJ — Must possess good 
writing & editing skills. Must be 
proficient in Quark Express, 
Photoshop & lllustrator. Must be 
able to clean copy, scan text & 
photos, pagination & design abili- 
ty. Must be multi-task ‘oriented, 
have great organizational skills 
and have a solid work history 
ences required. 


ADVERTISE!!! 


increase your 
BOTTOM LINE!!! 


Salary: Commensurate with skills 
Mail or fax your resume to: City 
News Publishing .@o., {11 
Mulberry St., Suite IF, Newark, 
NJ Fax: 973-642-5444 


Schedule 


* Candidates Must Be 


Available 


‘ull Days 


+ Competiti 


At Least 
Per Week 
ve Hourly Wage 


Please write/send resume to: 


Procter&Gamble 


So Brae Di 


ion 
tn: Recruiting Specialist 
REF #505), Mal | Stop 2B 


11050 York R« 


Hunt Valley, MD 71030-2098 
Equal Opportunaty Employer M/F 


NO PHONE CALLS PLEA 


* Drive Your Own 
(we 


License 
* Proof of Insurance 


soa DOnnwnan 


The 
intelligent 
voice 
for 
intelligent 


people 


READ 
City 
News 


uo 
O 
o 
T 
C l 
O 
= 
Pd 
nm 
Q 
a 
D> 
bs 


Newark, NJ - To assist production in 
scanning & editing type, includes 
some layout & telephone work. Must 
have great organizational & computer 
skills, to meet deadlines & multi-task 
oriented. Immediate opening. Salary: 
Commensurate with skills. Send or 


fax your resume to: City News 
Publishing Co., 111 Mulberry St., 
Suite 1F, Newark, NJ 07102 Fax 


(973) 642-5444 


City News B8 


City Sports 


March 22 — March 28, 2000 


By Gog Noore 
Out of the 
madness, it’s 
Duke 


Once again the time has 
come for madness to beset 
sports bars and office pools 
across the country as the 2000 
NCAA tournament gets under- 
way. By the time this article is 
printed, two rounds will have 
already transpired, so I'll cut to 
the chase and discuss my final 
two picks, St. John’s and Duke. 
Although St. John’s is a pro- 
gram plagued by an ongoing 
NCAA investigation into every 
nook and cranny of Erick 
Barkley’s relationships with 
everybody he has ever known, 
Mike Jarvis has done a good job 
of turning a negative into a pos- 
itive, and cultivating a us v: 
them mentality among his play- 
ers in the locker room. 

This mental toughnes 
together with the superb play 
Barkley, Bootsy Thornton and 
Lavar Postell should propel the 
Red Storm all the way to the 
championship game against the 
Duke Blue Devils. 

I expect the Blue Devils, 
last season’s runner-ups who 
rolled into last year’s tourna- 
ment as the prohibitive favorite 
loaded with four first round 
NBA draft picks (Elton Brand, 
Trajan Langdon, William Avery, 
and Corey Maggette) to fare 
much better this year and win it 
all The primar: 
Chemistry. This year’ 
may be a less talented bunch, 
but they compliment each other 
well, and feature freshmen phe- 
noms Jason Williams of Plain- 
field, NJ and Carlos Boozer. 

‘Although freshmen guards 
tend to struggle in these tourna- 
ments, Williams has made great 
strides from a playmaking and 
decision making standpoint. 
Boozer, is a talent who provides 
Duke with an inside presence 
Duke’s two main guns however 
are its All-American tandem of 
Shane Battier and Chris Car- 
rawell. They are both talented, 
intelligent, experienced and dri- 
ven. They will be expected to 
make the difference in big 
games down the stretch and I 
doubt they will disappoint 
Look for Duke to defeat St. 
John’s in the Final 87-77 to cap- 
ture its third National Champi- 
onship 

Tournament of Champi- 


ons 

Hopefully, you had a chance 
to venture out and watch the 
high school Tournament of 
Champions. Hopefully you saw 
Camden’s Dujuan Wagner. This 
kid is more than amazing, he’s 
quite simply one of the most 
electrifying players ever pro- 
duced in New Jersey. 

He's even better than his 
father, former Camden Panther, 
Louisville Cardinal, and LA 
Laker Milt Wagner. Wagner the 
younger has no appreciable 
flaws in his game — he can 
shoot, handle, and explode to 
the rim for vicious dunks. 

Lastly, for the past 15 years, 
NBA Commissioner David Stern 
has been credited with being a 
marketing genius. Personally, 
Tve always wondered whether 
the rise in the game had more to 
do with Magic, Bird and Michael 
and less to do with Stern. Well, 
it appears that with the depar- 
ture of MJ, there has been a cor- 
responding precipitous drop in 
NBA ratings. Last week, in an 
apparent act of desperation, 
NBA brass decided to wire NBA 
coaches with mikes in an effort 
to make the broadcasts more 
interesting. The move clearly 
backfired as the coaches refused 
to cooperate, and in the process, 
reminding everybody that Stern 
is like every other commissioner 
in pro sports waiting for another 
MJ, Wayne Gretzky or Jim 
Brown. 


Amaker leads the Hall to forgotten land, the ‘Big Dance’ 


By Tom Canavan 


SOUTH ORANGE, N.J. (AP) 
— The moment Rimas Kaukenas 
saw the words Seton Hall appear 
on the television screen, he react- 
ed. A high five for fellow senior 
guard Shaheen Holloway and a 
light punch in the chest of fresh- 
man forward Greg Morton 

After four years of waiting, 
Kaukenas and Holloway experi- 
enced something unexpected this 
season - they earned a berth in 
the NCAA tournament on Sun- 
day 

SetonHall (20-9) was made 
the 10th seed in the East Region 
änd played No. 7 seed Oregon of 
the Pac 10 in a first-round game 
in Buffalo, N.Y.last Friday. 

“It was like a new feeling 
that I can’t describe,” saidKauke- 
nas, a native of Vilnius, Lithua- 
nia. “It’s like trying to prove to 
someone that we can do it, and 
finally someone saw they did it, 
even though they were strug- 
gling and whatever happened in 
school. It’s a great accomplish: 
ment.” 

The NCAA selection was the 
first for Seton Hall since 1994 
and the first for the Pirates since 
Tommy Amaker, 34, took over 
the program three years ago. 

Despite 20 wins and winning 
10 games in the Big East Confer- 
ence,some wondered whether 
The Hall would get an invitation 
from the NCAA after losing five 
of its last seven games. 

“I thought our kids did a heck 
of a lot, and I was hoping that 
they would get rewarded for it,” 
said Amaker, who led the Pirates 
to the NIT in his first two sea- 
sons. 

“I think there is always doubt 
until your name is actually called 
up on the board, but cert: a I 
felt that with 10 wins..i 
difficult not to make the NCAA 
Tournament.” 

It also took the worry out of 
the day for Holloway and Kauke- 
nas,who were recruited by 
George Blaney and saw the team 
post a 10-18record as freshmen. 
Blaney was fired after the season 
and replaced by Amaker. 


Future Shock: The best 
high school ballers from 
around the way compete 


By Martin Sumners 


The Prime Time Shootout, 
one of the country's premiere 
high school basketball tourna- 
ments, which recently took place 
at the Sovereign Bank Arena in 
Trenton, gave all in attendance a 
peek at maybe a few future all- 
stars 

This tournament touts some 
of the best teams and players 
from the Philadelphia, New Jer- 
sey, and New York corridor. 

‘here were dozens of fine 
teams and players but at the top 
of the class was Eddie Griffin, 
the 6-9 slender and smooth 
Roman Catholic (Phila.) product 
and consensus number one 
senior in the nation. 

Griffin is to Seton 


Earlier in the day, Christ 
The King (Middle Village, New 
York) defeated Chester (Pa.), 67- 
59. CTK was led by Omar Cook, 
listed as 6-1, but perhaps closer 
to 5-10, and one of the best point 
guards within the five boroughs 
and in the nation. Cook, like a 
head chef put on the finishing 
touches — a close game with 
about five minutes remaining in 
the final period was taken over 
by Cook when he sank three bas- 


kets and delivered a pass for an | 


easy bucket He is headed to St. 
John's, to play for Mike Jarvis 
Cook finished with 21 points and 
12 assists. 

The last game featured 
Dujuan Wagner, 6-3, junior 
guard, of Camden HS (NJ). If 


Hall and head coach Tommy 
Amaker. Coincidentally, his 
team played Rice (Manhattan), 
which matched him against 
Andre Barrett, his future Pirate 
teammate. The 5-9 playmaker is 
listed by many as one of the top, 
if not the best, point guard in the 
country. 

The game began with Griffin 
throwing down the gauntlet on a 
twisting slam that started on the 
right baseline but ended with 
him swinging on the left side of 
the rim. An alley-oop dunk and 
sweet Tim Duncan-like spin shot 
by Griffin was interrupted by 


Griffin is committed to 
Seton Hall and head coach 
Tommy Amaker. 
Coincidentally, his team 
played Rice (Manhattan), 
which matched him against 
Andre Barrett, his future 
Pirate teammate. The 5-9 
playmaker is listed by many 
as one of the top, if not the 
best, point guard in the 
country 


McDonald's All 
American 2000 


The nation’s top 24 high 
school senior male basketball 
players will display their skills} 
before a national audience 
when the 2000 McDonald’s All} 
[American High School Basket- 
ball Game tips off at the Fleet-| 
Center in Boston, on Wednes- 
day, March 29. The game will 
be broadcast live on ESPN 
beginning at 8 p.m. (EST). 

In addition to the game, 
participants will take part in| 
the Sprite Slam Jam, a slam 
dunk and 3-point shootout com- 
petition. The Sprite Slam Jam 
3-point contest will be broad- 
cast prior to the game on ESPN} 
from 7-8 p.m. (EST). 

Future Seton Hall Play- 
ers Round-out East Squad. 

Andre Barret from Rice| 
High School in New York along} 
with power forward Eddie Grif- 
fin from Roman Catholic in 
Philadelphia add to the| 
strength of the McDonald’s 
East roster. Both players havel 
made committments to play for} 
Seton Hall. 


NJ Devils Sold 

EAST RUTHERFORD— 
(AP) The owner of the NHL's 
New Jersy Devils has agreed 
to sell the team to a company 
affiliated with YankeeNets, 
the parent company of the 
New Jersey Nets and the New 
York Yankees. Owner John J. 
McMullen said the transfer of 
ownership would take place 
after the end of the season. 
“The decision to sell the team 
was a very difficult one, but it 
is clear that the future success 
of the franchise can be assured 
only by joining forces with the 
Nets,” McMullen said. The 
Nets have wanted to: buy the 
Devils and take both teams to 
an arena Nets owners want to 
build in Newark. 


two of Barrett's th 
from the left wing that were 
launched literally within a few 
feet of the court side. Amaker, 
their coach-to-be could have left 
then and been assured that his 
cupboard was full for next sea- 
son. But the effervescent former 
Duke point guard stayed to 
watch the Rice romp 96-67. 

After a close 25-18 first peri- 
od, the 23rd nationally ranked 
Raiders simply outmanned the 
Cahallites from Philly. Not only 
did Barrett score 28 points, 
including six -pointers, but 
Rice had too much down low. 
Kyle Cuffe (6-8), who is headed 
to St. John’s had 28 points with 9 
rebounds. And Andre Sweet (6- 
6), still uncommitted, had 21 
points with 7 rebounds. Griffin 
scored 36 points, but his initial 
aggressiveness evolved into him 
pressing until he seemed dis- 
tracted and began to take bad 
shots as the deficit continued to 
increase. 


you hadn't heard of "Juanny" or 
“Lil! Wag," surely you will. The 
son of former Louisville star and 
Los Angeles Laker, Milt Wagner, 
Wagner has most, if not all, of 
the tools asked of a player. He 
and teammate, Arthur Barclay, 
(6-8), led the victory over a game 
with Linden HS (NJ) squad, 70- 


52. 

Wagner, who finished with 
32 points, punctuated a 16-2 first 
quarter lead by rising over sever- 
al gravity bound players with a 
follow-up slam from the left 
baseline. Linden, led by the 6-3 
guard, Yaniv Cohen, a senior 
exchange student from Israel, 
and 6-6 forward Jamal Tate, 
headed to Penn State, found its 
way back into the game with out- 
side shooting. But it was not 
enough as Barclay, despite chas- 
ing Cohen all around the perime- 
ter, put up 26 points and con- 
trolledthe boards with 19 
rebounds. 


We’re in a New-ark 
state of mind 
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